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GENERAL SUPERINTENDENT’S MESSAGE

God Knows!
Rev Dominic Yeo
God knows your struggles, so LET GO!
It’s difficult—I get it. But unless you fully surrender and allow
God to take the wheel in your life, you will find yourself driving in
circles and fighting the wrong battles. Exodus 14:14 says: “The
LORD will fight for you, and you have only to be silent.” (ESV)

When life hits you hard and doubts come like a flood, it’s easy
to wander and wonder if God really knows what’s happening.
Jeremiah 29:11 is a scripture that many Christians memorize
and quote. Often we focus on the latter part, where God says
that He has “plans to prosper you and not to harm you, plans to
give you hope and a future.” Yet, it’s important for us to notice
the two words at the start of that verse: “I know”.
Firstly, understand WHO knows.
This is crucial for us to understand. It’s God, the Creator of
heaven and earth, the Alpha and Omega, the Almighty, the One
who is already in our future. He doesn’t need to play out our
lives in millions of configurations like Dr Strange did in the
latest ‘Avengers: Infinity Wars’ movie. He simply knows.
It’s akin to Moses asking God in Exodus 3:13-14, “Suppose
I go to the Israelites and say to them, ‘The God of your fathers
has sent me to you,’ and they ask me, ‘What is His name?’
Then what shall I tell them?” And God told Moses, “I am who
I am. This is what you are to say to the Israelites: ‘I am has sent
me to you.’”
The great “I am” will be with you. As if “I”, also known as,
“Yahweh”, is all you need to know. It’s the best description.
Or simply because the human vocabulary is incapable of
describing all of who God is. That is how great this “I” is.
And whatever follows after “I” in reference to God (“I am…”,
“I will…”, “I shall…” ) will never fail.
Secondly, understand WHAT God knows.
When God says “I know”, it’s not just a simple “know” but the
root word ‘yada’ (Hebrew) means He is fully aware of, cares
about, and has His mind turned toward the plans and purposes
He has in store for you. What does that mean for you? It means
He knows all the challenges, needs, struggles and lack that
you may have. And He has already provided everything you
need so that you can go through them and step into His divine
plan for your life!
God knows your challenges, so RELAX!
Don’t go panicking and losing your joy whenever a situation
crops up. Learn to rest in the strength of the Lord. Isaiah 41:10
tells us “…do not fear, for I am with you, do not be dismayed,
for I am your God, I will strengthen you and help you, I will
uphold you with my righteous right hand.”
God knows your needs, so REST in Him!
Don’t go worrying and trying to work it out in your own strength.
Whether it’s a need in the family, or even in the ministry, God
has promised in Philippians 4:19 to “…meet all your needs
according to the riches of His glory in Christ Jesus.”
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God knows your lack, so TRUST Him completely!
Where there is nothing, there is an opportunity for something
miraculous! Our trust in God is evident when we come before
Him in prayer and engage with the “I am”, so that the incredible
can be manifested in you and the miraculous can be released!
Philippians 4:6 says: “Do not be anxious about anything, but
in every situation, by prayer and petition, with thanksgiving,
present your requests to God.”
God knows your future, so WORSHIP Him!
God knows your future better than you do. The only way to stay
on course is to remain in the center of God’s plans through your
intimacy with Him. Worship is more than a song, it’s a lifestyle
of seeking God and being found in His presence. Jeremiah
29:11-13 says: “‘For I know the plans I have for you,’ declares
the Lord, ‘plans to prosper you and not to harm you, plans to
give you hope and a future. Then you will call on me and come
and pray to me, and I will listen to you. You will seek me and
find me when you seek me with all your heart.’”
Whether it’s a promise that is yet to be fulfilled, a community
outreach that has yet to see fruition; or a miracle that you
need—remember, God knows! My prayer for us is to be able
to declare as Job did in Job 42:2, “I know that You can do all
things; no purpose of Yours can be thwarted.”

神知道！
神知道你的挑战，就放心吧！!
神知道你的需要，就在祂里面安歇吧！
神知道你的挣扎，就放手交托吧！
神知道你的缺乏，就完全信靠吧！
神知道你的未来，就敬拜祂吧！

当生活给你极大的冲击，疑惑像洪水泛滥时，我们很容
易彷徨，并怀疑神到底知道发生什么事吗？
耶利米书29:11是很多基督徒背诵的经文。我们常常聚焦
于经文的后部分，也就是神说：“‘因我自己知道我为你
们所定的计划，是使你们得平安，而不是遭受灾祸的计
划；要赐给你们美好的前程和盼望。’这是耶和华的宣
告。”然而我们必须注意经文开头的个字―“我........ 知
道”。
首先，我们明白谁知道是很重要的。
神知道。祂是天地的创造者、是首先和末后的、是全能
的、是已经在我们未来的神。祂不需要像电影《复仇者
联盟3:无限之战》的奇异博士，必须把人生的几百万个
不同可能性播放出来。祂就是知道。

这就类似于摩西在出埃及记3:13里问神：“ 我到以色列
人那里，对他们说：‘你们祖宗的神打发我到你们这里
来。’他们若问我说：‘他叫什么名字？’我要对他们说
什么呢？”而神对摩西说：“我是自有永有的”(英文圣
经翻译为“我就是我”)。“我”派遣了你，“我”与你
同在。似乎“我”―也就是耶和华―是你所需要知道的
一切。这是最好的形容，或人类的语言就是无法完整地
形容神是谁。反正，神用“我”来形容自己就不会错。
第二，明白神知道什么。
当神说“我知道”，这不是简单的“知道”。因为希伯来
文“知道”的字根是yada，意思是祂完全知道，祂在
乎，而且祂的心意是在祂所为你预备的计划和目的上。
这对你来说意味着什么？这意味着神知道你所有挑战、
需要、挣扎和缺乏，而祂已为你供应了一切所需，让你
能够步入祂给你的神圣计划中！
神知道你的挑战，就放心吧！
每当一个情况发生时，不要惊慌，失去喜乐。要学习在
神的力量中安歇。以赛亚书41:10告诉我们“...你不要害
怕，因为我与你同在；不要惊惶，因为我是你的神。我
必坚固你，我必帮助你；我必用我公义的右手扶持你。”
神知道你的需要，就在祂里面安歇吧！
不要忧虑，用自己的力量做事。不论是家庭的需要或者
是事工上的需要，神在腓立比书4:19应许“........照他荣
耀的丰富，在基督耶稣里，使你们一切所需用的都充
足。”
神知道你的挣扎，就放手交托吧！
这不简单，我明白。但是，除非你完全降服，允许神抓
住你生命的方向盘，你会发现自己在绕着圈打转，投入
错误的战争。出埃及记14:14写道“耶和华必为你们争
战；你们只管静默，不要作声。”
神知道你的缺乏，就完全相靠吧！
当你什么也没有的时候，你有的是一个看见神迹发生的
机会！当我们以祷告来到神的面前，与自有永有的神交
流时，我们对神的信心就显现了。而你心里彰显不可思
议的信心时，神迹就会被看见！腓立比书4:6告诉我们
“应当一无挂虑，只要凡事藉着祷告、祈求，和感谢，
将你们所要的告诉神。”
神知道你的未来，就敬拜祂吧！
你的未来，神比你更知道。透过你和神的亲密关系，你
能滞留在神给你的计划之中。这是唯一的方法。敬拜不
单单是唱歌，它是寻求神的生活方式，并在祂的同在中
更认识自己。耶利米书29:11-13写着“‘因我自己知道
我为你们所定的计划，是使你们得平安，而不是遭受灾
祸的计划；要赐给你们美好的前程和盼望。’这是耶和
华的宣告。‘你们要呼求我，要来向我祷告，我就必应
允你们。你们要寻找我，只要一心寻求，就必寻见。’”
不论是一个仍未实现的应许、一个社区归信耶稣，或是
你所需要的一个神迹，切记，神知道！我祷告我们能够
如同约伯在约伯记42:2中如此宣告：“ 我知道，你万事
都能做；你的旨意不能拦阻。”
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This Pastor Appreciation Month, we want to honor our pastors and appreciate the many sacrifices they’ve made.
The AG Times has put together a series entitled ‘Understanding Our Pastors’. In this series, Dr John Andrews and
Dr R Wayne Clark draw practical insights from their personal experiences in the ministry and share how they
overcame certain challenges during their pastoral journeys.
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Also, in a bid to better understand what it’s like to be in our pastors’ shoes, the AG Times shines the spotlight on a
very special group—our pastors’ children. Through an in-depth interview and a short survey, our pastors’ children
share their unique perspectives on their parents’ ministries, and open up about the triumphs and struggles they
experienced while growing up.
We hope this series will give us all a deeper appreciation of the sacrifices that our pastors, and their families, make
for us each day. May it spur us on to support our pastors even more in our prayers and blessings.

Understanding Our Pastors

What to Do When the Ministry Hurts!
Ministry work does hurt and our pastors are not spared. Dr Clark shares his personal experiences
and the lessons that he has learned in his 48 years as a pastor.
My eighth grade teacher had asked us: “What do you want to be when you are
an adult?” For me, I knew that God had called me to be a pastor. However, at
the age of 18, my willingness to obey was tempered by my parents’ painful
experiences as pastors. I watched the hurt inflicted on them by very harsh
words and actions.
Having seen their pain and the viciousness of people, I told God that I did not
want to be in the ministry. So, I joined the United States Air Force. Over the
four years in military service, I experienced a set of events that brought me to
the point of surrender. And, in May 1967, I said to Him, “I’ll do what you want
me to do!”
After informing my parents about my decision, my father wrote back. He said,
“Don’t do it… do anything else and be happy!” Then he added, “Occasionally,
people you help the most will hurt you the most!” Little did I know, then, how
prophetic those words would eventually become.
Our first pastorate was in Greenville, Ohio. Then, God moved us to Burlington,
Vermont and then to Sacramento, California. Each church grew rapidly and
developed a huge heart for the missions field.
Then, it happened! God had led us to a large church. People came to Christ by
the hundreds. We had a great nurturing team for new Christians and the small
group discipleship was also strong.
We had 10 pastors on staff who were wonderful. The church board, however,
was a different story. I was able to do most of what I felt God was leading us
to accomplish, at least for the first 18 months. But, there was a war of words
in almost every board meeting.
The Board and some long-time attendees caused a divisive undercurrent—a
strong one! We would never have thought what finally happened could happen
among people who claimed to follow Jesus Christ—Truth became irrelevant!
Hurtful words and actions were rampant. It was a minute-by-minute battle to
keep a right attitude.

Judy and I had no idea you could hurt that bad. Our children suffered
tremendously! It was then that I came to fully understand my parents’ pain!
In our last pastorate of 22 years, we went through nine years of severe
opposition, verbal unkindness and painful actions. However, the last 13 years
have been good. Here are a few things I have learned through those painful
encounters:
1. Always maintain a strong devotional life, as well as spend time in
prayer and God’s Word. Never compromise this part of your life!
The enemy will try to steal time away from it, especially when
there is tension brewing.
2. Guard your family. They are targets of the enemy. Be careful not
to let people consume you to a point that your family suffers from
a lack of your attention.
3. When criticized, be open to instruction from the Holy Spirit. It
hurts, but from time to time, the criticism may be accurate.
4. Sometimes even good people can hurt you. Just because you’ve
been wounded by someone doesn’t mean that they are ungodly.
Wisdom is required here.
5. When you must take a stand for righteousness, never do so
without love.
6. Make room for the Holy Spirit to work.
7. Develop the “10th Gift of the Spirit”—the gift of ignoring. Wisdom
is needed to know when to use this gift. When you spend too
much time fighting with disagreeable people, you will discover it’s
difficult to pastor the rest who are faithful.
Listen, there is always more at stake than the present circumstances. Church
strife has the potential of affecting every aspect of your life, especially for pastors
and their families. Together with the guidance of the Holy Spirit and God’s Word,
these things have served us well. I hope it blesses you as it has blessed us.

Dr R Wayne Clark,
has been in full-time
ministry for 48 years.
Having served as Senior
Pastor of First Assembly
of God, San Antonio,
Texas for 22 years, he
now serves as the South
Texas District Director of
Senior Adult Ministries.
He has planted eight
new churches and has
traveled to 63 countries
to spread the Good
News. He is married to
Judy and together, they
have four children, 16
grandchildren and one
great grandson.

AG TIMES I SEP-OCT 2018

3

TRAINING
Understanding Our Pastors

An In-Depth Interview
with Our Pastors’ Children
Four of our very own pastors’ children bare their souls
regarding their unique journeys growing up
WHAT ARE SOME PERSONAL STRUGGLES YOU MAY HAVE HAD GROWING UP AS A PASTOR’S
CHILD?
CL Personally, I didn’t have that many struggles. Perhaps one would’ve been having to deal with
some church members’ expectations that a pastor’s child must know the Bible very well or
pray eloquently. Another one would’ve been having to wait till all post-service meetings were over
on Sundays before we could eat or go home.
SY The biggest struggle I had was handling people’s expectations. Since Sunday school, I’d
always feel the silent pressure of being the “Walking Bible”. If I were ever unsure, I’d feel
like I’d let my parents down. I’d also struggled with the difficulty of taking long breaks during the
December school holidays for family time. There’d always be Christmas and Watchnight services
that my parents couldn’t be absent for.
PD Dad used to travel a lot for ministry and Mom would do so at times too. But when I look
back, I didn’t struggle much with that. We used to talk to them every day on the phone
whenever they were away. Many times, we’d all travel together for ministry trips as a family, and
we’d also serve in whatever roles that were asked of us. I think this was the key to us being such
a closely-knit family. However, since they were well-known, wherever I went, I was known as
“Rev Dr Christopher David’s son”. There was an expectation that was hard to live up to, so I’d to
be careful in whatever I did.
DL My greatest struggle was the unfair expectations that people had of me. It felt like we were
living in a glass house where everyone was watching you and sometimes even waiting
for you to trip up! As the pastor’s daughter, I had to be well-behaved, get good grades, be the
best at memory verses etc. At 16, I was asked to lead our youth ministry. A committee member
asked, “What makes you think you can be the Youth President? Just because you’re the pastor’s
daughter?” This really tore me up as a youth leader. I also witnessed my parents carrying heavy
burdens that no one knew about. Even when they were unfairly treated, they’d never retaliate but
trusted God to bring about healing and reconciliation. And He did many years later.

WHAT HEARTFELT WORDS WOULD YOU SAY TO THE CONGREGATION?
CL I’m thankful that our church is supportive of my parents, especially Dad, in his role as a
Senior Pastor. We’ve received much love and affirmation from congregation members.
Seeing my parents being respected in the community is extremely heartwarming. For parents
who’re pastors, I hope that they wouldn’t pressurize their children excessively. Allow them the
space to find God in their personal lives by encouraging them.
SY I’m always thankful for our church and what they’ve done for my family. Particularly, when
my dad passed on in June 2016, the church offered its premises to be used for the funeral.
The support came so naturally and heartfelt, and Dad had such a grand send-off—something
I’d always hold close to my heart. Sometimes, a pastor may look like he or she has a smoothsailing life. But that’s the real struggle. Pastors are just like you and I, and sometimes due to the
positions held in church, they’re unable to share the issues they face. Let’s continue to pray for
and support our pastors. They need encouragement too!
PD Being a pastor’s child, our home was always filled with young people, couples, families,
ministry teams, and missionaries from all over the world. I still have so many fond memories
of them taking care of us whenever Dad and Mom were busy pastoring, teaching, mentoring,
counseling and so on. These people made sure we had our meals, checked on our homework,
played with us, and even put us to bed at times. Dad and Mom never shirked their responsibility
as parents, but we were grateful for the people who helped out.
DL I thank God for the aunties and uncles in church who took care of us when my parents
had ministry commitments. My family wasn’t rich, but God provided for all our needs. I’m
thankful for the times congregation members blessed us especially during festive seasons—
giving us abalone, turkeys, buying us meals and even monetary blessings, so that my dad could
take us on family holidays. Finally, I thank God for genuine members who’ve supported my
parents and stood by them through thick and thin.
WHAT ADVICE WOULD YOU GIVE TO OTHER PASTORS’ CHILDREN FROM YOUR OWN JOURNEY?

HOW DID YOU MANAGE THESE STRUGGLES?
CL It helped that my parents didn’t exert too much pressure on us. They allowed us to come
to realize naturally that Christianity is about having a personal relationship with God, rather
than just ticking off other people’s checklists. They encouraged us in our personal devotion,
church attendance as well as serving in church ministries.
SY My parents knew that certain expectations were inevitably imposed upon us, but they
were always there to assure us that God extends His grace to us and there was no need to
perform up to those expectations. They’d remind us not to take the stress upon ourselves. Dad
also taught us to focus on loving God and His people.
PD Our family would have family altars every night. It was during those times that we’d talk
about all that Dad and Mom had done to serve the Lord. We would hear their testimonies,
stories, victories, breakthroughs and even struggles. This helped us to pull through whenever
they were away for ministry. As time went by, we saw the impact they were making. We grew
proud of them and how God was using them.
DL God had always been faithful. Many times, He’d assure me of His hand on my life. He also
brought me amazing friends who accepted me for who I was and not what my parents
were. As I grew older, I realized that I didn’t need to live up to people’s expectations. I just
needed to diligently be who God had called me to be, appreciate my parents for nurturing me
and embrace the rich heritage I had being in a pastor’s family.
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CL Be honest with your parents. Rather than keeping to yourself, share your struggles with
them. If you feel neglected or overly pressured, it’s better to let them know so that change
can happen. Additionally, establish friendships with church members who’re your age and older.
It’s good to have family-friends, especially Christian ones.
It’s okay to call for help from your church family, many of whom are actually very willing
to lend a listening ear. Though you may feel that as a pastor’s child, it’s better to keep your
lives confidential, the burdens can get really hard to bear. With adequate support, the journey as
a pastor’s child can become very fulfilling. There’ll also be times when you wish your parents will
prioritize you over ministry work, which is perfectly normal. But, see yourself as a partner serving
God’s Kingdom. Your role is more significant than you think!
SY

PD Talk to your parents and understand what the Lord has called them to do. Know that they
love you without a shadow of a doubt. Pray for them and encourage them regularly. There’re
many labels put on us as pastors’ children, and it’s hard to live up to what people perceive you
to be. Don’t let that deter you. Continue to be the best, not “perfect”, Christian you can be. Also,
guard your family time! Staying close will help the entire family fight against the devil’s traps.
DL Trust in God’s plan and purposes. Remember that your parents’ service wouldn’t go
unrewarded by God. Also, release offenses and forgive church members who’ve judged and
placed unrealistic expectations over you. The pain isn’t worth holding on to. Love and be proud of
your parents. Even if things don’t match up at home, pray for them. Forgive them for sometimes
passing on pressure to you. Be free to be who God has made you to be. Don’t feel guilty if you
aren’t called to be a pastor. God’s calling is specific to each individual.

TRAINING

DO YOU HAVE ANY WORDS OF APPRECIATION TO SAY TO YOUR PARENTS WHO
TOOK ON THE MANTLE TO SERVE PEOPLE AS A PASTOR?

A Survey for Our Pastor’s Children

CL I always tell my dad that he probably has one of the toughest jobs around and I’m
so proud that he has such a loving and pastoral heart. There’s so much emotional
and mental strain that comes along with the role. Being a pastor’s wife is no different
and my mother is truly an amazing support to my dad and our family. I’m thankful that
because of their faithfulness, we are so blessed as their children!

We polled 23 children of our Assemblies of God church pastors here in
Singapore. Although the survey was not incredibly extensive, we believe that
this would provide a snapshot of the challenges they deal with on a daily
basis. By publishing its results, we hope our readers would come to better
appreciate their struggles, their pastor-parents and take the time to support
and encourage them.

SY Pa, Mom—He called, you answered. He laid and you shouldered. I can’t imagine
how my life would’ve turned out without having both of you as my parents. You
didn’t just serve God’s people, but also exemplified God’s love. You preached His Word
and lived by it. I love you and thank God for you.
Mom! Your love for God overflows and touches the hearts of many. May He continue to
expand your ministry. More than a pastor, you’re my beloved mother and I’m so proud
of you.

Q1: DO YOU SOMETIMES FEEL PRESSURED TO ALWAYS LIVE UP TO CERTAIN EXPECTATIONS
IN CHURCH?
87%
13%

Pa! You fought the good fight and finished the race. You taught me how to be a man of
God—to take charge of the family. I asked God for a mentor, he gave me a father. I love
you Pa, till we meet again!
PD Dad and Mom, you’ve always been there despite your busy ministry schedules.
Thank you for always putting our needs as a priority. You’ve been such humble
and passionate servants of God. I’ve seen how you’ve faithfully served God in spite of
all the challenges. I’m grateful for the foundations laid in my life that I’m standing upon
now. I always say that pastors’ children turn out fine and I’m a proud example of that.
It’s been an honor to follow in your footsteps and serve God the way both of you did.
DL My mum passed on last year. But, I’m very thankful for her life. She was also an
ordained minister and juggled between being a homemaker and a minister. She
taught us how to pray, memorize scriptures and got us familiar with the Bible at a very
young age, laying a good foundation for us as believers. I thank God for the example
she’d set as a committed minister, faithful wife and loving mother.
Dad! Thanks for being faithful to the call and always giving your best to the Lord.
Thanks for always putting your family first and never being too busy to listen to us. You
made it a point to celebrate all our birthdays, be there for all significant milestones,
and take us on vacations. You were my first pastor and taught me to love the Psalms
and trust God as a provider and defender. You never placed unrealistic expectations on
us but always supported and guided us wisely when we faced a crossroad. You never
gave up even when faced with the greatest heartaches in your ministry. God sees the
sacrifices you’ve made and will definitely reward you for your faithfulness in Him. I’m
proud to be a pastor’s child, and definitely the daughter of Rev Dr Patrick Lau.

CL Chara Lum serves as a keyboardist in the worship ministry at

About 87% felt the pressure to always live up to certain expectations in church.
Let’s take positive action:
- Be mindful of making insensitive comments.
- Extend grace when mistakes are made.
- Be encouraging and edifying with our words.
Let’s pray for our pastors’ children:
- Nehemiah 8:10… let the joy of the Lord be their strength.
- Proverbs 3:24... they shall lie down and their sleep shall be sweet.
- Colossians 3:15... have the peace of God ruling in their hearts.

Q2: DO YOU HAVE A SAFE SPACE IN YOUR CHURCH TO TALK ABOUT YOUR STRUGGLES
(E.G. STUDIES, WORK AND FAMILY) AND NOT BE JUDGED?
56.5%
43.5%

56.5% answered “No”.
43.5% answered “Yes”.
All who said they did not have a safe space to share their struggles, agreed
that having this safe space would definitely help with their struggles.
Let’s take positive action:
- Be gracious and understanding toward their troubles and worries.
- Be an encourager to them when they approach us.
- Love, care and pray for them.
Let’s pray for our pastors’ children:
- Job 1:10... place a hedge of protection around them and around their household.
- 1 Thessalonians 5:11... encourage and build one another.
- 1 Peter 4:8... love one another.

Q3: WOULD YOU HAVE DONE ANYTHING DIFFERENTLY IF YOU WEREN’T A PASTOR’S CHILD?
57% answered “No”.

43% answered “Yes”.

Eternal Life Assembly. In 2009, she attended a one-year program
at Harvest West Bible College. After doing a Diploma in Pastry at Le
Cordon Bleu, Paris, she started Ciel Patisserie as the owner-patissier.

“No. I feel that what other people think of me
shouldn’t matter. Who my father is shouldn’t
reflect on who I should be.”

SY Samuel Yeo serves in the worship ministry at Zion Full Gospel

“No. I didn’t grow up as a pastor’s child from
birth. I don’t think there should be a difference.
I think it’s more a matter of perspective.”

“I would’ve left the church. Being a pastor’s child
taught me the right values as well as having
loyalty to God, His calling and the church. My
parents played a huge role in modeling that.”

PD Rev Dr Paul David is seconded to the Online Department at

“To be honest, I’m blessed to be born in a
pastor’s family. Without them constantly
keeping me in check, I probably would’ve
strayed away from the Lord. They invested a
lot of time instilling godly values in me during
my childhood, and that has made me who I
am today.”

“I would’ve continued my studies in the creative
arts, but my father faced pressures from the
church board to remove me from my field of
study, citing that the environment would affect
my spiritual walk. As good as their intentions
were, the expectations that come with it can be
hard to bear.”

DL Rev Daphne Lau is a worship base pastor at Eternal Life

In conclusion, as we grow to appreciate the unique circumstances that pastors and their families
face every day, let’s come together to support our pastors and their families in prayer and in action.

Church as both a drummer and worship leader. He is a military
regular under the Republic of Singapore Air Force (RSAF) and currently
serves as an instructor on board the F-16D+. It had always been his
passion to fly a fighter jet and God granted him the desires of his heart.

TCA College, and used to be the Dean of the School of Creative
Arts. He is passionate about teaching on the biblical understanding of
“worship”, raising “worshipping artists”, and believes in using the arts as
a powerful tool to propagate the Gospel and transform lives. He serves in
Trinity Christian Centre’s Creative Ministries.
Assembly. She graduated with a BA (Summa Cum Laude) in
Church Music from North Central University in Minnesota. A passionate
singer, musician and songwriter, her debut album, ‘A New Day’ was
released in 2013. She is currently pursuing her Masters in Worship
Studies at The Robert Webber Institute for Worship Studies in Florida and
working on releasing her second album in November this year.

“I might’ve had a lifestyle that’s much more
wild.”

May we continue to love, bless and honor them even beyond this Pastor Appreciation Month.
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TRAINING
Understanding Our Pastors

From Disappointed
to Disappointment
Dr Andrews explores the difference between “disappointed” and “disappointment”
by drawing insights from his own experiences as a pastor and a father.
“Hope deferred makes the heart sick, but a longing fulfilled is a tree of life.”
(Proverbs 13:12)

He focused on the right stuff
“… dying, and yet we live on; beaten, and yet not killed.” (2 Corinthians 6:9)

It seems like a natural progression that something which has disappointed
me would develop into a disappointment for me. But as I’ve discovered on my
journey through brokenness, they are two separate (if similar) things joined
only by my decision to bring them together. I’ve discovered that “disappointed”
is an event, whereas “disappointment” is an experience, with the former being
a moment of crisis, but the latter being lived as a choice.

In our dark valley we learned a principle all over again… follow our focus!

My team loses in the cup final. That is being disappointed. But, me
burning my scarf and never watching them play again? That is an act of
disappointment. The dog chews my favorite shoes—disappointed. Selling
the dog on eBay—disappointment. Someone lets me down—disappointed.
Trusting nobody again—disappointment. “Lord why has this happened to
me?”—disappointed. “Lord, I’m out and I’m done with serving You and Your
Church!”—disappointment. Being disappointed happens to everybody, but
disappointment is a choice we make.
We have an enemy who wants us to live in disappointment because it is
such a disabling and destructive place, with the potential to rob us of our
joy, explain away the promises, empty us of our strength and take us in the
wrong direction. Disappointment is a powerful foe, and if we allow it to take
up residence in our hearts, it will rule us without compassion, until every
spark of hope and life has gone. Disappointment has the power to deflate our
souls, distort our world-view, distract us from our call and dispose us from
our inheritance.
On May 29, 2015 our lives changed forever when we took a call from our
son Simeon to say he had been arrested by the police. He was accused of a
serious crime that carried a prison sentence of up to seven years. Though he
protested his innocence from the beginning and was eventually exonerated
in court, this began an 18-month journey that pushed our family to the very
edge of our endurance. During that time, our son spiraled into depression,
resorting to self-harm in his darkest moments. As the world around us
became aware, some friends stood with us while others stepped away. Some
ministry doors stayed open while others slammed shut. This journey was not
just a fight for our son’s freedom, but it became a battle for our very souls,
in which disappointment threatened to take everything we believed in and
loved.
In 2 Corinthians 6:3-13, Paul writes to a church he helped plant, but he cannot
disguise the pain he’s feeling because of their apparent “withdrawal” from
him. “We are not withholding our affection from you, but you are withholding
yours from us.” (2 Corinthians 6:12)
This was a moment where Paul was disappointed and it threatened to become
a disappointment, yet it did not. As I considered this passage, I found keys
to confronting my own moments where I was disappointed so that it did not
become a debilitating disappointment.

6
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Focusing on the disappointed will always lead to disappointment. If we
concentrate on the pain, all the good bits will be blurred out of focus. Conversely,
if we choose to concentrate on the good things, such as the principles of life
and truth, then the pain will blur out of focus even if it doesn’t completely
disappear. Paul teaches us that what we focus on is our choice. We forced
ourselves to see “live on” instead of “dying”, and we trained our eyes to look
at “not yet killed”, even though we were “beaten”!
He spoke the right words
“… sorrowful, yet always rejoicing…” (2 Corinthians 6:10)
Paul was able to get through pain barriers of disappointment and
misunderstanding because he made a choice to rejoice.
“Rejoice in the Lord always. I will say it again: Rejoice!” (Philippians 4:4) Paul
didn’t write these words from the penthouse suite of the Hilton Hotel, he wrote
them from a prison cell. He learned to rejoice in the toughest situations of life,
as Acts 16:25 powerfully illustrates. As Paul and Silas lay chained in the inner
cell, the record declares they were: “… praying and singing hymns to God…”
They praised at “midnight” but weren’t set free until “daylight” (Acts 16:35).
During the time we were disappointed, Dawn and I learned a powerful lesson,
sometimes freedom comes before release, and it comes through praise that
places God over self, confession over condition and faith over feelings!
He did the right things
“… poor yet making many rich…” (2 Corinthians 6:10)
Paul decided to keep doing the things that he knew were the right things to do,
such as giving, loving, serving and sharing. In another portion of the same letter
he writes: “So I will very gladly spend for you everything I have and expend
myself as well.” (2 Corinthians 12:15)
Whatever the Corinthians’ decision, Paul had already made his!
During the period we were disappointed, Dawn and I decided to keep giving,
serving and blessing. We knew the enemy wanted us to stop, but we discovered
that there are moments when breakthrough doesn’t always happen to us, it
happens through us. We came to understand that giving helps with healing and
that in moments of being disappointed, the best form of defense is to attack!
Jesus taught that it was more a blessing to give than to receive, but this is not
simply a blessing that comes to us because of giving, rather this is a blessing
that comes in the giving!
Being disappointed happens to everyone but disappointment happens by
choice!

Dr John Andrews
has been in full-time
Church leadership since
1987. Though called
to the UK, Dr John has
ministered in over 30
nations and authored
13 books. A graduate
of Mattersey Hall, John
holds a Master’s degree
in Pentecostal and
Charismatic Studies
from Sheffield University
and a Doctorate from the
University of Wales. As
a teacher of the Word,
Dr John’s passion is to
equip leaders as well
as empower followers
of Jesus into effective
lifestyle and service. He
is married to Dawn and
together, they have three
children.

TOGETHERNESS—AG CHURCHES

The Mustard Seed:
Faith... Faithful… Faith-filled…
Grace Assembly’s
retreat held in June
brought us closer as
we sought the Lord
together.
By Rev Li Cuixian, Grace Assembly of God
Alpha group learning together

Gathering for a prophetic act

Coming together for a camp group picture

From June 7 to 11, at Sunway Pyramid Hotel, Kuala Lumpur,
Grace Assembly held our Grace Retreat 2018 for the English
congregation. 870 Gracians, young and old, set off bright and
early toward Kuala Lumpur with the anticipation to meet God
and spend time in His presence.

Tanglin Road and Bukit Batok today. As our missional church
continues to grow and impact our neighboring communities
and countries, it is important that faith is our cornerstone. We
need to continue to be faithful in growing our faith, as well as
doing what God has called us to do—to reach out to the lost.

This year’s retreat theme was: ‘The Mustard Seed: Faith…
Faithful… Faith-filled…’ During the five days, our speakers,
Dr John Andrews, Melanie Lim, Ps Daniel Ng, Ps Janice Ng and
Ps Joshua Obeng, led us on a journey on faith. As we delved
into God’s Word, we learned that the Kingdom of God is like a
mustard seed. (Luke 13:18-19) It starts small but grows into a
tree where birds can take shelter. Our personal faith journey is
also like that. Our journey begins with a small step of faith to
confess that Christ is Lord, then grows into a spiritual maturity
where we obey the Lord’s calling for His Kingdom’s work.

In addition to a fruitful time studying and receiving God’s
Word, Gracians participated in fun-filled activities such as a
dance, variety shows, station games and even a food trail. We
made new friends, caught up with old friends; we laughed and
cried together; we prayed and also received prayers. Being
touched by the Holy Spirit in different ways, we came home
feeling encouraged to be faithful in our walk, and to step out
in faith to be God’s instruments of peace and reconciliation.

By God’s grace, Grace Assembly has also grown—from
a small house church to having two church buildings at
Photo credit: Grace Assembly of God

Moreover, for the first time at our retreat, we invited prebelieving family members to attend the Alpha course, where
they could learn more about the Christian faith through videos
and games. All in all, we had 11 pre-believers attending Alpha,

Youth and our Children’s program, as well as five salvations
and re-dedications.
We thank God for all He has done and look forward to Grace
Retreat 2019.

Everyone dancing in unity
AG TIMES I SEP-OCT 2018
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Clay in the Potter’s Hand
From June 4 to 7,
2018, Calvary
Assembly of God’s
Church Camp saw
lives being touched,
healed and transformed
for the Lord.
By Flora Sim, Calvary Assembly of God

The theme of our recent Church Camp, ‘Clay in the Potter’s
Hand’, was centered on Jeremiah 18:1-6. This year’s camp
was a testament to the exceptional and unique work of the
Holy Spirit in the lives of every camper. The presence and
anointing of God in this camp gave rise to a new level of faith
and hope as the Potter fashioned the clay anew for His eternal
purpose. Truly, this was a new beginning in Calvary’s journey
as a church.
The camp took on a different form this year with campers
spending most of the sessions in smaller groups instead of
the usual service setting. Each group was made up of intergenerational members. This created a greater opportunity

for campers to have a deeper fellowship and interaction
with one another by listening actively, sharing candidly and
extending concern. It was a beautiful reminder of how the
Holy Spirit binds us all in the pursuit to create communities
where wholesome relationships are formed, the love of Christ
is shared and His people are equipped to be a service to His
Kingdom.
Throughout the camp, our distinguished speaker, Rev Dr
Johnathan Lee, facilitated a safe space for Calvarites to
share unreservedly. Our morning devotions were refreshing
and meaningful. Campers courageously shared their hurts,
disappointments and painful memories in a respectful manner.
Each sharing was then led into a time of prayer where Calvarites
cried out to God for grace to fully forgive those who have hurt
them, and for Him to deliver them from those past hurts.
As we acknowledged Jesus as our Redeemer and Restorer,
the brokenness was released and tearful prayers were met
with God’s cleansing and victory. We were experiencing what
we had read in Ezekiel 11:19, “I will give them an undivided
heart and put a new spirit in them; I will remove from them
their heart of stone and give them a heart of flesh.”
As a whole, Clay in the Potter’s Hand was one of those ‘kairos’
(Greek: the appointed time in the purpose of God) moments for
us as a church. God reminded us that as our Divine Potter, He
is in the business of re-molding, re-forming and transforming
us to be His vessels. Our responsibility as Calvarities is to
respond with a simple, “Here I am. Send me!” (Isaiah 6:8)
Indeed, we are the clay and He is our Potter. So, as His clay,
may we arise to become His masterpiece. To God be the glory!

Lifting up our voices in worship to the Lord

Learning together as a group

“This camp was nothing like the other camps I had
attended before. Not only did God bring us Calvarites
closer together, He allowed healing to be done in our
lives and the church. Campers could be open and
transparent before God and one another.
I thank God that our church has taken this big step
forward together. Let us build on this foundation to be
the church that God has called us to be!”
-Desmond Chiang
“I thank God for His restorative work during the camp,
healing the hurts of the past and helping us get over
them. As God revealed the good habits we should
continue and the not-so-nice ones that we should stop,
we better understood our strengths and weaknesses as
a church and what we must do moving forward.”
-Jonathan Tan
“Calvary 2018 Camp was amazing and unlike previous
camps as it came with much prayer and fasting. God
heard our prayer and knew all of our hurts. We thanked
Him for His forgiveness, healing and restoration, and
asked Him to help us rebuild the ways of Calvary—to
love, respect and honor one another. Together, let us
recognize the spiritual battles we are facing, trust God
for our future, obey His Word and continue to pray for
the needs around us.”
-Anna Chong

A camp picture with our guest speaker
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Awakening
A church camp where
we saw lives refreshed,
strengthened and
“fixed” for the Lord.
By Rev Jason Tan, Zion Full Gospel Church

Zion Full Gospel Church (ZFGC) held its annual camp from
June 7 to 10, 2018 at Federal Hotel, Kuala Lumpur. The camp
theme was, ‘Awakening’, and the teaching was referenced
from Ezekiel 37:4-5. It was a prophetic word declaring every
dry bone to come alive and be awakened by His spoken truth.
We were greatly blessed by our camp speakers—Ps Benny
Ho for the English congregation, Ps Raymond Tay for the
Chinese and Hokkien congregation, as well as Bro Nigel and
Dora Goh for the children’s ministry. We are thankful for a
fruitful and refreshing time worshipping God and learning
from His Word during the four days of camp.

Ps Joyce Kwek (L) presenting a gift in appreciation to
our camp Chinese Camp Speaker Ps Raymond Tay (R)

ZFGC coming together for a camp photo

Two members—from the English and Chinese congregations respectively—share how they had been blessed at
Camp 2018:
Testimony by Tan Yi-Qing, Apphia
At Camp 2018, one of the many analogies that Ps Benny
Ho shared was that he had engaged a plumber to fix his tap.
However, the plumber saw that there were other areas of his
house that required fixing. The plumber proceeded to fix all other
parts of the house except for that one job he was initially asked to
do—to repair the tap. This story helped us understand that Jesus’
greatest call is for us to fulfill the Great Commission. Even when
we are busy serving in various ministries, we must never forget
our main purpose.
Somehow, this example resonated with me. The spare time I had
was used to spend time with my friends, watch television dramas
and worry about my problems. Diligently reading the Bible and
seeking God were not my priorities because no matter how much
I had tried, I felt that my prayers had not been answered. Hence, I
drifted away from God and did not have much interest in making
disciples and spreading God’s Word.
After that night session, my mentor spoke to me. She said that
reading the Bible continuously was essential so that my faith
would not dwindle. She made me realize that we should not
see to believe. Rather, in order to see, faith is needed to believe
in what cannot be seen. From then on, I started to believe that
whatever I was going through would make me stronger and the
seeds that had been sown into people’s lives would not be in vain.
I am grateful that I could search my heart once again during
church camp and for my mentor who was always there when I
needed her most. I am also thankful for Ps Benny’s sermons that
were so relevant, practical and engaging.

Ps Benny Ho (L) with Ps Jason Tan (R)
in a camp dialogue session
Photo credit: Zion Full Gospel Church

Keep coming back to the Word of God, be strong. When you seek
God, you will find Him. When you find God, you will love Him. The
banana that leaves the bunch gets eaten!

潘耀宗的见证
六月的家庭营是满有兴奋激励的“苏醒”之
路。路途的起步从阅读诗篇、路加福音和使
徒行传作为灵修的积极启发至营地之处，可
见证上帝为子民装备的一切。锡安全备福音
教会的成员得着美好的推动、随着英文首字
母缩略词 “ROAD”(路) 作灵修参考―施展
以下策略：阅读、监察思考、实践和神启示
的分享。上帝悦纳此举，彰显祂的信实和慈
爱，赐予福雨的浇灌。
祷告时刻，上帝子民合一的寻求期待圣灵的
恩膏、圣洁和献身侍奉的能力。敬拜赞美之
时，圣灵的运行带动我们进入活跃响亮、满
怀喜乐和献身的庆贺赞美，甚至年长的一辈
和疾病缠绕的被兴起喝彩称赞的起舞。藉着
上帝的话语，经历苏醒的启示，不能忽略历
史的回顾，因从其中可见证到预言的属实和
成全。
此时此刻，我们当要检阅与神同行的属灵状
况，深思尼希米书的建造和修建耶路撒冷所
翻出的真理。更渴慕的是神的子民一生一世
住在耶和华的殿中、瞻仰他的荣美和在他殿
里求问 (诗篇27:4)。作为神的殿，必须在一
切事上分别为圣，因上帝是圣洁我们也要圣
洁，才能被使用。我们得着激励，必须从滑
倒之处，藉着上帝的恩典，东山再起更上一
层楼。
这“苏醒”是个人的挑战经历，在上帝的恩
典引导里，实践跟随主的脚步，踏上建造 (成
长的造就) 和修建 (重新奉献)一生。
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This seminar covers the history of God working with His people through their various covenants.
We discover God’s eternal plan was to have a people for Himself from every nation, starting with
His Chosen people – Israel.
We cover God’s inclusion of the Gentiles under the New Covenant, and examine if Gentiles have
now replaced Israel as God’s covenant people, or is God’s ‘church’ made up of both Jew and
Gentile as one. We ﬁnish with an examination of Israel in today’s Middle East conﬂict, and God’s
commission to “the Jew First” (Romans 1:16-17).

Dr Ashley Crane

is the Vice President and Secretary of Celebrate Messiah (Messianic Jewish Australia). He is also a leading
scholar/teacher (PhD Murdoch University), ministering with a prophetic anointing throughout Australia,
Asia, and the USA. With 38 years of ministry and pastoral experience, Ashley was also the Principal/CEO of
Harvest West Bible College for 18 years; and was a Senior Lecturer at Harvest Bible College for 3 years. Dr
Crane currently teaches at seminars and preaches in local churches to equip the 95% of a church that will
never go to Bible College.

FEES: $5.00 PER PERSON

VENUE: ETERNAL LIFE ASSEMBLY,
BUKIT TIMAH CONFERENCE CENTRE
LEVEL 5 BUKIT TIMAH SHOPPING CENTRE
170 UPPER BUKIT TIMAH ROAD (588179)

FOR REGISTRATION AND MORE
INFORMATION, KINDLY EMAIL
REGISTRATION@ZFGC.ORG.SG

ZION
FULL GOSPEL CHURCH
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Baptism—A Refocus
Back to Christ
“All the earth worships
You and sings praises
to You; they sing
praises to Your name.”
Psalm 66:4 (NKJV)
By Jireh Lim, Moriah Assembly of God

Truly, Psalm 66:4 came to life during the morning of Moriah
Assembly’s Baptism Day at East Coast Park. The rays of
sunshine made the sand glisten and the gentle breeze in the
air carried a hint of saltiness. We could hear the birds chirping
as Morians gathered in anticipation, giving thanks for the
splendid morning blessed upon them. It was a special day.
Together with the praises of nature, a greater proclamation
was about to be declared by one of our sisters in church:
“People all around, see that I am a child of God!”
On our Baptism Day this year, Vivian Foo had decided to
rededicate her life to Christ through the symbolic act of water
baptism, and the church had gathered in celebration of her
refocusing her journey back to God.
Before the baptism took place, Morians first split into groups
for a time of fun and games planned by members of Dunamis
Rock, Moriah Assembly’s youth group. With an exciting variety
of games ranging from a scavenger hunt to ball-throwing
stations to even the trending bottle flipping challenges, both
young and old were entertained, and laughter quickly filled
the air.

Baptism canidate, Vivian Foo, giving her testimony

Of course, being in Singapore, no celebration could be
complete without food! Delicious trays of golden-brown
roast chicken, fragrant oyster sauce vegetables, and tubs
of steaming ginger-spiced chicken rice were catered for the
occasion. It was an exceedingly delectable meal, only beaten
by the even better fellowship.
Indeed, it was a day filled with God’s blessings. We are
thankful for the beautiful day He had blessed us with, and
praise Him for the wondrous triumph that had taken place.
To God be the glory!
Vivian with her family and friends

Then, led by Ernest and Janine, the church heartily
congregated for a session of worship to our God Most High.
Songs of praise permeated the surroundings. Morians really
enjoyed their moment with Christ, contentedly singing for an
audience of One.
After the intimate worship session, it was finally time to head
into deeper waters with Him! Rev Simon Ang and Rev Ronald
Tan led Vivian into the waters and committed her to the Lord
with prayer. Then, with bated breath from the audience on
shore, Morians watched the baptism unfold with a quick
ripple cutting the waves, thereafter bursting into cheers and
applause. One more child had run back into His arms!

Photo credit: Moriah Assembly of God

Fellowship over food

Playtime brings much joy
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‘Lose Control’
—IGNYTE Worship Experience
This mighty worship
experience saw many
youths being touched
by the tangible
presence of God.
By Abigail Leong and Bryan Tan, Trinity Christian Centre

Over the weekend of March 18 to 19, 2018, Trinity Christian
Centre’s Youth Ministry, IGNYTE, held its first worship
experience of the year. ‘Lose Control’ was a special time
where our youths could experience how it was like to be free
and let loose in worship. They surrendered everything to God
and experienced a breakthrough in worship.

“Lose Control was a refreshing experience for me. Although
this was my first time in IGNYTE, I felt His presence during
worship. Seeing the entire congregation go all out for
Christ made me feel really comfortable in that atmosphere
of worship.”
-Jonathan Ang, age 22
“Lose Control was my first time back in church for a long
time. It felt so good to be able to worship God through all
the songs. At the altar call, I chose to surrender to God and
decided to attend church again.”
-Low Kai-Ser, age 16
“Though I’m going through a lot right now, Lose Control
was a time when I felt touched by God’s love. When the altar
call was made, I was hesitant to go up because I’m quite
shy. With some encouragement from one of the pastors,
I decided to step out and receive Jesus into my heart.”
-Khoo Wen Jing, age 18

“I used to think we worship for the sake of worshipping,
but now I just want to worship God simply for who
He is.”
-Shaun Lim, age 12
“In Lose Control, God revealed that my imperfections
do not disqualify me from serving Him. I choose to put
everything down and let Him take over.”
-Jonas Cheong, age 16
“Lose Control means letting go of human strength to
depend on God, to guard my faith by giving all to God
and trusting in His plans and purposes. It has been a long
time since I prayed and worshipped for that long and I’m
grateful that He taught me how to press in even in tough
situations. Though I felt alone, He reminded me that I’m
not because He is with me.”
-Alan Han, age 21

For three weeks, a small team from IGNYTE’s Worship Ministry
came together to plan the event. From songs to music
arrangements, stage decorations and publicity, the committee
worked hard to ensure that every part of the event was
smooth. Band members demonstrated a spirit of excellence
by putting in many hours of practice, giving their very best
to God.
Sharing from the book of Job, Ps Gary Chia’s message focused
on loving God for who He is in our lives—not just because we
demand or expect to receive His blessings. Losing Control was
not about our expectations or ideals but simply letting God
work and loving God freely.

The worship team leading everyone
into the presence of God

Ps Gary hearing from God and ministering the Word

“Love God for who He is and not what He can do for you or
bless you with.” – Ps Gary Chia
The song ‘Only Jesus’ spoke to and touched the hearts of
many. Desperate for more of God, some came before God on
their knees and sang with all their hearts. IGNYTErs raised
their hands high in declaration of His faithfulness and victory
over their lives. Chains were broken, lives were restored, the
broken hearts were healed, and the lost were found.
That weekend, 944 people, including 25 first-time visitors,
experienced the tangible presence of God in the Chapel. We
praise God for the opportunity to lead eight people to make
decisions for Jesus. May we continue to live a life of constant
worship to our awesome God!
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The IGNYTErs responding to God during the worship experience

Photo credit: Trinity Christian Centre
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Where is God on Monday?
It’s not just TGIF
but TGIM that we
should celebrate.
By Ng Zhong De, Centre of New Life

In today’s world of social media, we have no shortage of
acronyms and “TGIF” (Thank God it’s Friday) is one of the
commonly used ones. We thank God on Fridays because it
signals the end of our labor and the start of our rest. We love
the weekends and especially Sundays. However, what are we
to do with Mondays? Are we able to thank God on Mondays—
the end of our Sabbath and the start of our toil?
For this reason, Pastor Paul Bartlett from Lighthouse Australia,
our camp speaker, wrote a book titled, ‘Thank God It’s Monday
(TGIM)’. Ps Paul is convinced that of all people, Christians
ought to love every day of the week and not just Sunday. He
challenged our understanding of Church, and reminded us of
John 17:18 and Matthew 9:37-38—that Christ has sent us
into the world and that the harvest is plentiful.
What is our understanding of Church? Is Church just a
gathering on Sunday where we wait for the harvest to come?
Or is Church a group of laborers who have been sent to the
harvest field from Mondays to Fridays? Unfortunately, many
Christians, who are well-acquainted with the work of the Holy
Spirit on Sundays, often struggle to see God on Mondays.
It isn’t hard to see God on Sundays when we have prayers,
worship, communion, sermons, altar calls, Sunday school, and
times of fellowship with believers. However, what does God

Our guest speaker, Ps Paul Bartlett and
Ps Matthew Lim interpreting
Photo credit: Centre of New Life

All ready to receive the Word

look like outside of Sunday? Where is God on Monday, when
we are struggling to stay awake at work, having a hard time
with our colleagues, and finding ourselves serving a secular
organization in order to make ends meet?

only ones doing the seeking. 2,000 years ago, Jesus came to
seek and save the lost. (Luke 19:10) 2,000 years later, He is
still seeking us out. We will find Him if we seek Him because
He, too, is seeking us and knocking on the doors of our heart.

Is it possible to thank God it’s Monday? The answer is yes.

Thirdly, we can thank God it’s Monday because we walk by the
Holy Spirit. Are we not His Church—the visible and tangible
presence of God on Monday? Are we not to mediate His
presence to all whom we meet on Monday? God has placed
us in our workplaces to be His witnesses and His Spirit will
go before us to prepare the way. Our job is to be attentive to
where the Spirit is leading us, and participate in the work that
the Spirit is already doing in our workplaces.

Firstly, we can thank God on Monday because it’s the day that
the LORD has made. God doesn’t have a favorite day. Every
day is the Lord’s Day and we don’t need to wait till Sunday
to meet with Him. We can walk right into His presence on
Monday and find the strength that we need to get through the
day. Our Father knows our struggles and because He loves us,
He will not leave us to ourselves.
Secondly, we can thank God on Monday because those that
earnestly seek Him will find Him. Furthermore, we aren’t the

TGIM won’t come as easily as TGIF but it’s possible. May we
be so Spirit-filled on Sunday that we become Spirit-led on
Monday!

Being part of the #TGIM Movement
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‘Blessed Hope’
Church Camp 2018
An enriching time
learning God’s
Word and living
out the theme
‘Blessed Hope’.
By Emmanuel Assembly of God

Emmanuel Assembly of God had a wonderful camp this June in
Kuala Lumpur, Malaysia. The theme of the camp was: ‘Blessed
Hope’. Throughout the four days, the different ministries came
together to seek God as one Church!

Praying and ministering to one another

he became politically influential. We have to do the same
because even though we’re not of the world, we’re in it. We’re
called to contribute to society.

This year, we were honored to have Dr John Andrews, our
camp speaker, with us. He began with the first idea of the
theme, and that is, our Blessed Hope gives us hope in the midst
of chaos. In 1 Thessalonians, the Church was going through
a turbulent time. Paul had written to them and encouraged
them to go back to the bedrock of what the Church was built
on—their hope in Jesus.

Finally, we’re called to take ownership, even though we don’t
belong. There are three types of people in the church—
squatters, renters and owners. Squatters leave once they’ve
gotten what they want. Renters do just enough, because it’s
not theirs. Owners, however, acknowledge that this house
belongs to them. It’s the same house, but different people
approach it with different mentalities.

Today, we too share this incredible message of hope: Jesus
died, rose again and is coming back! We need to remember
that our faith is eternal and transcends what is happening
around us.
The second idea is that the Blessed Hope gives a certain
perspective to our pain. Referring to Philippians 1:21-26,
Dr John explained that Paul is showing us the tension between
physical and spiritual, as well as eternal and temporal. The
purpose of our lives is to live for Christ, and that to die [for
Him] is gain.

Dr John Andrews, our guest speaker

when we resist spending on things that we don’t need, more
of our resources can be used for the glory of God.

When we understand our suffering in the context of the
greater Glory to be revealed, it gives it purpose. Living for
the moment is a broken idea. As Christians, we’re called to
Eternity. We hold our suffering lightly when we live ‘in’ it and
not ‘for’ it. When we have our eyes on Jesus, it puts everything
in perspective.

The fourth idea of the Blessed Hope is that it gives power
to our purity. Dr John preached that the more we say ‘No’
to something, the harder it is to resist, because we follow
our focus. We need to find a strong ‘Yes’ so we can build a
stronger belief system. If we truly come to understand God’s
love for us, we will respond to Him. One can’t be commanded
to love. It is a decision and a response to what one knows. As
we train our minds to focus on the ‘Yes’, we will begin to live
self-controlled lives.

The third idea talks about the Blessed Hope giving meaning
to one’s prosperity. Prosperity is a biblical idea. However,
prosperity for prosperity’s sake is not. Prosperity needs
purpose! If God has given us financial resource, it is not meant
for us. We have to ask ourselves this question: “If we are given
more than what we need, why?” We need to remember that

The final session of the camp was about how the Blessed
Hope gives urgency to our purpose. In Acts 1:8, the disciples
of Jesus were reminded that they had something to do before
Jesus comes back. As for us, we’re still living in the reality
of the Book of Acts. Daniel, in Jeremiah 29, chose to plant,
sow, and build even though he was in exile in Babylon, and

Photo credit: Emmanuel Assembly of God

If we begin to own our lives with a different perspective, things
start to change. Jesus owned His challenge. Similarly, He tells
us to own it! In closing, Dr John challenged the Church: What
kind of people do we want to be?
Many left camp inspired, transformed and re-ignited to live
lives for His glory. We praise God for a great camp!

Lifting up our hands to God in praise
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Following Jesus
“As Jesus passed on from
there, He saw a man
called Matthew sitting
at the tax booth, and
He said to him, ‘Follow
me.’ And he rose and
followed Him.”
—Matthew 9:9

void, and though humans may lose sight from time to time,
He never does.
Sis Sharon Tay, a daughter of the house ministered to the
children. Through interactive play and other activities, the
young ones learned about being “Lights” for Jesus and shining
for Him. “This little light of mine, I’m gonna let it shine…”
they sang each lyric, doing the accompanying actions. At the
end of the camp, the children were awarded a certificate each
to affirm how they had contributed to the camp.
In the Chinese sessions, Rev Teoh Boo Cheow preached on
being a disciple of Christ. Through illustrations and stories,
he expounded on the transformational power of Jesus and
His ability to give freedom. Indeed, we worship a God who is
our teacher and guide, even in the day-to-day.

By Anthea Koh, Bethel Assembly of God

“Follow Me.” That is the simple yet challenging call to every
individual who lives and breathes. From June 7 to 11, 2018,
314 Bethelites journeyed up to Sheraton Imperial, Kuala
Lumpur for the biannual family camp to dig deeper into this
call that every believer has received.
In the weeks leading up to the camp, there was expectancy
in the spirit, and many sensed that God was going to move
mightily. He promised, and indeed He delivered. Through the
ministry of the Word, Rev Ong Sek Leang and Rev Gerald Tan
proclaimed the word of the Lord in season.

Rev Teoh Boo Cheow teaching in the Chinese sessions

In the brief five days, God poured out His spirit on all flesh.
As it tells us in Psalm 84, a day in His courts is better than a
thousand elsewhere. As God’s people basked in His glorious
presence, He met us at an intimate level. How good it is to

be fully known and accepted by the one true God. Members
across the generations ministered to one another in service.
From the committee to the worship bands, inter-generational
teams came together to support a single vision. Youths prayed
alongside each other, and the adults rallied around the younger
ones to pour out blessings.
In many such sweet moments, Bethelites came together as a
body—one family in Christ. As the Holy Spirit ministered to His
body at both an individual and a corporate level, there was a
swelling sense of unity. When we lay aside our agendas and
personal motivations, God’s intent and purposes grow more
apparent and alignment is found. God’s tangible spirit was felt,
as many bowed on bended knees and sought His face.
On the final night, everyone arrived at the grand ballroom for
a gala dinner, themed ‘Royal Feast’. Asked to imagine being
invited to a feast by the King of kings, many came dressed
to the nines while others came as they were. From Maharaja
costumes to outfits inspired by the recent royal wedding, every
get-up added vibrancy and color to the evening. Children and
adults alike were given opportunities to play games and win
attractive prizes. Like a huge family dinner, the ballroom was
alive with boisterous chatter and laughter. Pictures from the
last few days flashed on the screens as members fellowshipped
over a scrumptious meal. By the end of the night, many left with
their bellies and hearts full.
Over the five days, seeds were sown on many levels. Our Lord
Jesus is very much alive and calls us deeper into His presence
daily. May we neither depart from His written Word nor forget
His living and breathing ‘rhema’ (Greek: spoken) word. May we
learn more each day about what it means to follow Jesus, and
do so in obedience as we anticipate His second coming!

Rev Ong Sek Leang ministering to Bethelites at the altar

2 Timothy 4:2—Preach the word; be prepared in season and
out of season; correct, rebuke and encourage—with great
patience and careful instruction.
God’s reminder to His people was that we are already stepping
into the things He has called us into from a decade ago. Truly,
God is intentional and omniscient, knowing fully the plans He
has for us; every intricate detail. His word never returns to Him
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The entire camp gathered for a picture
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AG Training and
Togetherness in Prayer
Our ministers were empowered as they received from our speaker, Rev Yang Tuck Yoong, from Cornerstone Community Church.
By John Lin, Grace Assembly of God
On July 5, 2018, pastors and ministers from
different Assemblies of God (AG) churches
gathered together for the 3rd Training and
Togetherness in Prayer (2TiP) held at Trinity
Christian Centre. It was a refreshing and
powerful time spent worshipping together,
as well as praying for and encouraging one
another in the Lord.

Some key principles about preaching with
power are:
1. There is a difference between a
preacher and a teacher—and the
church needs both.
God speaks both to the mind and to the
heart. Teaching focuses on renewing the
mind while preaching affects the heart.

Rev Alvin Lim from Grace AG led the
leaders through a vital session of prayer,
in which hearts were gathered to pray for
the AG churches in Singapore. Prayers
were also made for the unity in the body
of Christ and churches across Singapore.
The time of prayer was concluded with a
prayer for our nation and the future leaders
of this land.

2. How do you know when you are called
to preach?
A key indicator is that when you preach,
you become energized and refreshed
yourself. The greatest beneficiary of
preaching is the preacher himself.
Statistics and research have shown that
the one who preaches retains 95% of what
he communicates to others.

Rev Yang Tuck Yoong, founder and Senior
Pastor of Cornerstone Community Church,
was invited to speak on the topic of ‘Leading
with Power’. Rev Yang has a wealth of
experience in preaching and ministry. He
planted Cornerstone Community Church
in 1995 and since then, Cornerstone has
established more than 150 churches,
schools, orphanages and Bible colleges
around the world. He is also the current
chairman of Tung Ling Bible School.

3. As leaders, we need to “eat on Mondays
what we preach on Sundays”.
In other words, we need to live what we
preach. Likewise, as Jesus told Peter at
Capernaum to feed His sheep, we are
called to feed God’s people.

It was an eye-opening session as Rev
Yang shared candidly about his personal
experience growing up as a preacher. He
delved deeper into the topic of preaching
with power and shared with us key principles
taken from his own personal journey over
the years.

4. Preaching is the communication of
truth by man to man and through man.
Preaching encompasses both truth and
personality. Truth that is revealed by God
partnered with the personality that flows
through the real “you”.
5. We need to release the Holy Spirit to do
His work.
The preacher can sometimes be too
focused on the work and tends to forget to
let the Holy Spirit move and do His work.

1

6. Learn from the greatest preachers in
the Bible.
Luke 11:29-32—Jesus is quoting both
Solomon and Jonah who were probably
two of the greatest preachers in the Bible.
Solomon was filled with wisdom and this
wisdom touched the mundane areas
of life, which brought excellence that
honored God. Jonah preached and the
whole nation of Nineveh turned to God.
In the same manner, we are called to
preach to see entire cities turn to Jesus.
Jesus Himself was the greatest preacher.
Whenever He spoke, it powerfully
impacted the people. Throughout His
ministry on earth, Jesus continued to
grow in anointing.

Rev Yang concluded by reminding the leaders
that in the book of Acts, the Apostles were
not hindered from praying for people, healing
and seeing signs and wonders take place.
Rather, they were forbidden to speak publicly
and preach the Gospel of Christ. Hence, as
ministers we have a great responsibility to
preach the Gospel to see lives transformed
by the Holy Spirit.
This was my first time participating in
2TiP. I have found it to be very enriching
and encouraging. It was heartening to see
different leaders from various churches,
coming together to connect, while building
one another up toward a common goal of
leading God’s people in the power of His
Word under the anointing of the Holy Spirit.

4
1 Our speaker, Rev Yang, ministering to
our leaders
2 Hearing from our guest speaker

2

Photo credit: Lorraine Chee, Trinity Christian Centre

3

3 Coming together to worship as one
body
4 We edify each other as we pray
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Royal Rangers Day of Adventure
On June 30, 2018, Royal Rangers Singapore organized a day of adventure with God
for 60 Adventure Rangers (ages 11-14) and 20 Expedition Rangers (ages 15-17).
By Royal Rangers Singapore
Adventure Rangers Day
Over 60 Adventure Rangers
(AR) from five different
Royal Rangers (RR)
outposts met at Trinity
Christian Centre to kickstart
a day of adventure with God.
The AR day began with a time of ice-breakers
followed by a time of praise and worship led
by the older Expedition Ranger (ER) youths.
Ps Derek Anthony from Harborlight Church
shared a devotion on how our adventure with
God begins when we realize how much He
loves us just the way we are.
The ARs then embarked on a trail to explore
five places significant to RR Singapore’s
history. They visited Palm Grove Avenue
where the first RR meeting took place in 1977,
McNair Road where many Youth Leadership
Academy camps were held, as well as Trinity
Christian Centre (Formerly Shell Recreation
Club) where the new RR programme was
launched. They also headed to Changi Airport
where many overseas visitors arrived at to
help train our local leaders in the 1980s. It
is also the place where many Singapore RR
leaders fly off from to participate in global
RR events, as well as train RR leaders in

1

countries like Indonesia and Philippines.
Finally, the ARs ended their day at Sentosa
where RR Singapore held the first nationwide
‘Camporama’ in 1988.
It was an eventful time for the ARs to bond
with their peers and leaders throughout the
day. Most importantly, they learned about the
growth and impact of the RR ministry in the
lives of children and youth in Singapore and
beyond.

3
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5

Expedition Rangers Day
Over 20 Expedition
Rangers (ER) from
the various outposts
across Singapore had
an incredibly fun evening
playing organized games
at Airzone, Singapore’s first suspended net
playground in City Square Mall.
As the nets kept the ERs suspended in the
air, it brought about a real fear of heights
and was nerve-wracking for some of the
youths. Yet, with the support of their fellow
ERs, they managed to overcome their nerves
and had loads of fun playing the innovative
games. The ERs continued their time of
fellowship over supper and had many great
conversations.

Adventures in the Urban Jungle
Royal Rangers welcomes children and
youths of ages 5 to 18 to join in the weekly
meetings held across various churches in
Singapore. Each meeting has activities
filled with adventure, learning, fun,
friendship and service opportunities to
ensure holistic growth and development
of children and youths.
Find out more at www.royalrangers.org.sg
or email us at info@royalrangers.org.sg.

6

1 Worship led by a team of ERs and
commanders from Outpost #1 (Bethel
Assembly of God)
2 National AR Coordinator,
Commander Lim Wen Kang welcomed
the team to their final checkpoint near
Le Meridian Hotel on Sentosa Island

The day ended with the National ER
Coordinator, Commander Daniel Lee sharing a
devotion about how size and numbers do not
hamper God in doing His work. He also talked
about how God will honor our obedience and
faith that’s like a mustard seed!

3 Teams completed various activities at
each of the five significant places
4 ARs getting to know each other better
through fun ice-breakers
5 Playing one of the many games while
being suspended up in the air by nets
6 ERs and their commanders back on
solid ground after an hour of being up
in the air
7

Photo credit: Royal Rangers Singapore

7 Commander Daniel Lee sharing
devotion with the ERs

AG TIMES I SEP-OCT 2018

19

TRANSFORMATION

He Made Me
Strong When
I Was Weak
I was strengthened by His Word, 		
His people and His promises when
my walk with God was weak.
By Christina Kee, Trinity Christian Centre
Christina (second from left) having a meaningful time celebrating her birthday with cell mates

I have been a Christian for many years. I enjoy listening to
sermons and also the fellowship among Christians. However,
when challenges come my way, I was not able to live out my
faith victoriously. In recent years, depression got a hold of
me and I suffered from bad panic attacks that forced me to
change jobs every other year.
Things started to change in 2017 when Pastor Dominic spoke
about the ‘Decade of Expansion’ at Watchnight Service. As
he challenged us to step out of our comfort zone and cross
over, a shift took place in my spirit. That revelation moved
from my head to my heart and I began to take hold of my
walk with God.

At this year’s Watchnight Service, Pastor Dominic released
God’s direction to go ‘Back to Basics’ in our Word life, prayer
life, and Spirit life. As I built my spiritual foundations, I
continued to experience great challenges in my walk, but God
gave me the strength to persevere. During my time alone with
God, He reminded me that salvation belongs to Him, and gave
me revelations of new strategies like prayer intercession and
acts of love. He also reminded me to claim His Word over
every situation in my life. I am incredibly grateful for my
spiritual leaders and fellow carecell members who walked
alongside me with prayers and encouragement in my most
challenging moments.

Romans 5:3-4 tells us to “glory in our sufferings because we
know that suffering produces perseverance; perseverance,
character; and character, hope.” As I reflected on what has
happened over the past six months, I am grateful for the trials
because God has used them to draw me closer to Him. Going
Back to Basics helped me realign and reframe my perspective
on evangelism—to claim His promise even when I cannot see
the outcome. I hold on to God’s promise that “all things work
for the good of those who love Him”. (Romans 8:28) I know
that He will be faithful to bring salvation to my family in His
perfect time.

The walk was not easy but I thank God for His faithfulness. At
the World Assemblies of God Congress Night Rally, Evangelist
Nathan Morris’ words rang in my head: “Walk it out, continue
walking, walk even in your fear!” That night, God’s truth set
me free and I learned how to keep my focus on God, depend
on Him, and break free from my anxieties.
During our Chinese Ministry’s event with Teddy Hung,
I was so encouraged by his life’s testimony and how he
chose to commit his life to share the gospel. When
Trinity@Bukit Batok opened in July, I prayed for courage
to invite my pre-believing loved ones. God enabled me to
cross paths with many unchurched friends, who lived in the
Western part of Singapore, and helped me connect six people
to our new worship center.
My new passion for evangelism did not stop there. I also
started reaching out to my 71-year-old mother. A gentle
woman, she would listen as I shared about Jesus and came
for service whenever I asked. I tried to reach out to her in
my own ways, but it did not work. What’s more, I started to
experience intense persecution from my family who saw my
actions as imposing and being unfilial. There were many
moments of doubt and I wanted to give up. I thank God that
through the persecutions, I learned how it is to surrender to
His Way and His timing fully.
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Christina with her closely-knitted cell

Photo credit: Trinity Christian Centre

