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GENERAL SUPERINTENDENT’S MESSAGE

According
to your Faith
Rev Dominic Yeo
Ever prayed for yourself to have more faith?

sufficient to be used.

Do you know that God has already given us a measure of
faith? Many times, we fail to see what we already have and
live under a lid.

When Jesus healed the two blind men, He didn’t address
the size and strength of their faith. Instead, He stated that
their healing had come because they exercised trust and
confidence in Him.

Jesus’ encounter with the two blind men in Matthew 9:27-30
shows us that we all have a measure of faith and God expects
us to tap into it, use it and see the manifestations of faith
happen!
As Jesus went on from there, two blind men
followed him, calling out, “Have mercy on us, Son
of David!”

Small faith leads to big miracles. That is why we cannot
despise the size and strength of our faith. A mustard seed
is only two millimeters in diameter, yet faith of that size can
move mountains (Matthew 17:20).

27

When he had gone indoors, the blind men came
to him, and he asked them, “Do you believe that I
am able to do this?”

28

“Yes, Lord,” they replied.
Then he touched their eyes and said, “According
to your faith let it be done to you;” 30 and their sight
was restored.
29

A faith that apprehends God’s attention
Many things are part of God’s will for us: provision, healing,
reconciliation, breakthrough, and the list goes on. Many times
we stop short of receiving all that God has for us because our
prayers are littered with these six words: If it’s according to
Your will. We think it’s good to have a safety net for God in
case our prayers don’t get answered. At least, we feel it must
have been within “the will of God”.
Healing came for the two men, not because of Jesus’ faith
but because they pressed on and pressed in for their miracle.
When Jesus didn’t respond to their initial calls, they dared to
face the crowds and tough terrain. They stopped at nothing to
get close to Jesus, following Him from outside to the inside in
their blind state.
The blind men were also audacious in their faith when they
called out to Jesus aloud. It was bold of the two men to shout,
“Have mercy on us, Son of David!” In those days, being blind,
deaf, barren, or sick was considered a curse from God and a
punishment for sin. They knew they were unworthy, yet they
dared to call out to Jesus for healing.
If we want to see miracles and breakthroughs happen, it starts
by activating a faith that apprehends God’s attention so that
the blessings of heaven can be unlocked and unleashed into
our lives.
A faith that is exercised, no matter its size
Jesus’ reply of “According to your faith” reveals that we
all have a measure of faith and that faith that we have is
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Size and strength are secondary. Big or small, we must dare
to exercise the faith we have because we serve a God of
multiplication!
Miracles don’t happen by leaning on the faith of our pastors,
leaders, spouses, or parents. Breakthroughs don’t happen
by leaning on past victories. Faith doesn’t increase by being
“couch potato Christians”. If you and I want God to take our
faith to the next level, then we must dare to exercise personal
faith that perseveres against all the odds.
As we embark on the second half of 2019, let us dare to finish
this year strong.
We all have a measure of faith in our lives. Let us live as
sons and daughters of the Most High. Not under a lid or a
lie. Not one where physical circumstances skew our spiritual
perspectives. But one where our faith shapes our perspectives
to see the impossible situations as possible. And one where
our faith apprehends God’s attention and intercepts God’s
will—that it will be done on earth as it is in heaven!

照着你的信心
你曾否祷告让自己拥有更多信心？
你知不知道神已经给了我们信心？很多时候，我们没有
发觉自己已经拥有什么，以致自我局限。
马太福音9:27-30里，耶稣遇见两个瞎子的事情显示了
我们都拥有信心，而上帝期待我们运用它，以看见神迹
奇事的发生！
耶稣从那里往前走，有两个瞎子跟着他，喊
叫说：「大卫的子孙，可怜我们吧！」

27

耶稣进了房子，瞎子就来到他跟前。耶稣
说：「你们信我能做这事吗？」他们说：「
主啊，我们信。」

28

耶稣就摸他们的眼睛，说：「照着你们的信
给你们成全了吧。」30他们的眼睛就开了。

29

捕获神的注意力的信心
很多事情都在神的旨意中，包括：供应、医治、复合、
突破等。很多时候，我们没有领取神给我们的一切祝
福，因为我们的祷文中满是这几个字：如果这是祢的旨
意。我们觉得有个安全网是好的，以免祷告没有被应
允。至少那一定是在“神的旨意”中。
那两个男子得到医治，并不是因为耶稣的信心，而是
因为他们为了神迹坚持到底。耶稣对于他们最初的呼
喊声没有反应时，他们勇于面对人群和艰难的形式，
为接近耶稣而不放弃，在双目失明 的情况下从城外跟
到城内。
当这两个瞎子大声呼喊耶稣时，他们的信心大胆地流
露。其实，呼喊“可怜我们”，需要很大的勇气。当
时，瞎子、聋子、不育的人或病人都被视为是被神咒
诅，被神惩罚的。他们知道自己是不配得的，但是，仍
勇敢地呼求耶稣，寻求医治。
如果我们要看到神迹和突破，就必须启动捕获的神的
注意力的信心，开启天堂的门，倾倒祝福进入我们的
生命。
运用信心，不论大小
耶稣回答：“照着你们的信”。这揭示了我们都已经
拥有信心，而这份信心已经够用了。
当耶稣医治那两个瞎子时，他没有提到他们信心的大
小和力量，而是说瞎子因着对他的信心而得着医治。
小小的信心可以引致大大的神迹。这就是为什么我们
不应该，也不能鄙视信心的大小和力量。一粒芥菜种
的直径只有两厘米，但是这般大小的信心就能够移山
了（马太福音17:20）。大小和力量是次要的。不论信
心大或小，我们都应该运用出来，因为我们侍奉的上
帝是倍增的神！
神迹不是依靠牧师、领袖、配偶或家长的信心而发生
的。突破不是依靠以往的成功而发生的。什么也不做
的基督徒不会有信心的增长。如果你我要神带领我们
更上一层楼，就必须勇于运用个人的信心 — 面对挑战
而坚持到底的信心。
我们正步入2019年下半年，让我们勇敢地为今年画下
美丽的句点。
我们都有信心在我们里面。让我们活出至高神儿女的
身份。让我们不自我局限或活在谎言中。不让现实
环境歪曲我们的属灵观点，而是让信心塑造我们的观
点，看见不可能的事成为可能。让我们的信心捕获神
的注意力，截住神的旨意 — 它必行在地上如同在天
上！
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Equipped for the Ministry
The Living Word
Fellowship (TLWF) held
its 5th Commencement
Exercises on March 24,
2019 for its in-house
Bible school,
International
Bible Institute (IBI).
By Ps Gloria Madarang, The Living Word Fellowship

Rev Jerome Madarang and Rev Simon Ang all ready
for our 5th Commencement Exercises

Gracing the occasion was our very own Assistant
Superintendent Rev Simon Ang, who addressed the 24
graduates on the topic, ‘What God Requires of Us’ based on
2 Timothy 2:1-6. This year’s graduates, composed of 20
ladies and four gentlemen, chose “Soldiers of Christ” as their
class name. It was a time of thanksgiving as the graduates
reveled in God’s sustaining grace that empowered them to
complete their Diploma in Biblical Studies after three and a
half years.
One of our graduates, Glenn Guerrero, testifies, “I thank
God for He enabled me to finish my studies at IBI. Being in
a foreign land away from my family is a challenge. But God
used this situation to make me long for Him like a deer pants
for streams of water. God satisfied my longing with His love
through His Word as I studied in IBI. I found fulfillment in
learning God’s Word and living it out at the same time. Now I
know that after this season of learning, God has called me to
share His Word to others.”
Photo credit: The Living Word Fellowship

Congratulations to all our graduates

Evangeline Ollasic, another graduate, says, “I thank my God
that through IBI, I grew deeper in my faith. I now have a
clear understanding of the Word of God. This period of study
changed me in many ways. My love, trust, and obedience to
God grew more and I know that these changes will continue
until Jesus comes. I am forever grateful to God for this
opportunity to study at IBI.”
IBI is one of the many discipleship programs that TLWF
adopted in 2011. It is an in-house Bible school affiliated with
International Bible Institute Europe based in Manor Park,
London. IBI provides a convenient and affordable platform for
our church brethren to pursue a deeper knowledge of the
Word of God, bringing transformation into their lives. It offers
19 subjects that include a comprehensive study of all the Old
Testament and New Testament books of the Bible, as well as
the following subjects: Life of Christ, Great Doctrines, Bible
Prophecy, Church History, Personal Evangelism, and Sermon
Preparation and Delivery. It is a three-and-a-half-year course
leading to a Diploma in Biblical Studies.
As of today, TLWF has graduated a total of 115 students in
this program that started eight years ago. Most of these
graduates are currently in active ministry in our church as
board members, elders, cell-group leaders, Bible teachers,
and ministry workers. Those who have gone back to the
Philippines are active ministry workers in their local churches.
Two have even started churches in their home towns.
TLWF focuses on discipleship as one of its main thrusts
because of the transitory nature of its congregation. Every
three or five years, a significant number of members either go
back to the Philippines or relocate to other parts of the world.
Because of this, TLWF seizes the opportunity to disciple and
prepare the congregation to be used by the Lord in a very
significant way wherever He brings them. To God be the glory!

Coming into God’s presence as we prepare
our hearts for the Word

The graduates receiving prayers

Rev Jerome together with the graduates
AG TIMES I JUL- AUG 2019
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29:13 Breakthrough Meetings
29:13 has helped me have a closer walk with God,
something I did not have before. The sessions caused me
to desire reading the Word and praying more frequently.
It changed the way I communed with God as I sought to
put Him first. God has been speaking to me, helping me
realize how real and intimate He is.

Shifting from
natural living into
supernatural living.

– Steph Lim

By Jennifer Ng, Trinity Christian Centre

For April and May on Thursdays and Fridays at 8pm,
Trinitarians had very important appointments. These
appointments were not work-related, nor with family or
friends. They were appointments of the supernatural, taking
place in Trinity@Paya Lebar’s Sanctuary.

Being drawn into the presence of God

All the way home, my heart was just so full of thanksgiving.
I couldn’t stop thanking Jesus for that encounter, for
dispelling darkness and bringing light into my life.

These ‘29:13 Breakthrough Meetings’ were rooted in Jeremiah
29:13. It was a call from God for Trinitarians to draw into deeper
intimacy with Him, to experience Him, to respond, and to align
ourselves with His plans and purposes.
Thursdays were nights where we delved into the book of
John. Minds were renewed and refreshed as we heard God’s
heartbeat through His Word. On Fridays, we come before Him
to lay bare our hopes and dreams, our pains and struggles, our
fears and anxieties, as well as our sin and shame.
We learned to look beyond the logical, laying hold of the
supernatural, and having the boldness and faith to declare
spiritual truths and God’s work upon our lives. He ministered to
us and freed us from our wrong mindsets and denials, as well
as from our fears, challenges or struggles.
I was truly blessed at these meetings. The Thursday Bible
teaching set the foundation and understanding for the God
encounters and breakthroughs on Fridays. I came away
from the meetings with a God-perspective rather than a meperspective.

It is so hard to explain this overwhelming feeling of
gratitude for who He is to me. So great was this joy
that I texted my carecell about my God encounter and
encouraged them to go for 29:13!
Bowing down before the Lord in one accord

are all called to be intentional and strategic leaders—men and
women who were to get involved in priestly duties. It was a
role that I often gave excuses not to take up. However, God
challenged me with the revelation that it was the disciples who
baptized, not Jesus.
As we are called to be leaders, we are the salt and light,
impacting and influencing people around us and transforming
lives. The song we sang over those two nights were so true—I
have a river of life flowing out from me! More than that, we
have to dig deep and be led by the Spirit, not hampered by
our physical limitations or by our human perspective, thoughts,
prejudices, or biases.

On the last Thursday of April when our Lead Pastor, Rev
Dominic Yeo, shared from John 4:2, God reminded me that we

The 29:13 Breakthrough Meetings were God-ordained plans
to shift us from natural living into supernatural living so that
we could hunger for and develop spiritual appetites. May our
breakthroughs lead us forward into God’s plans and purposes.

God ministering to different ones at the altar

Joining our hands to lift one another up in prayers
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I had read John 1 many times and know the meaning
of the words. But when Pastor Gerald had us read from
John 1:1-5, I was in tears. That night, Jesus brought
those words to life.

– Chow Khiaw Sing
I was diagnosed with obstructive sleep apnea last year.
According to the test results, I would stop breathing 180
times in the night.
Though I went for surgery to clear my sinuses and
bought a ventilator machine to help me breathe better
throughout the night, my quality of life suffered. Doctors
said that I would need to use the machine every day or
risk getting a stroke.
During a 29:13 meeting, I responded to an altar call for
healing. I firmly declared that I was healed and since that
night, I stopped using the ventilator machine.
Now, I am trying to wean myself off my high blood
pressure medicine, so I no longer need to rely on
medication daily. Thank God for the restoration of my
health!
– Janice Lim

Taking down every revelation
Photo credit: Trinity Christian Centre
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Two Praise-worthy Events
for God’s Glory
2019 Good Friday Service

We want to praise God
on two important
occasions of our church.
By Rev Tay Hey Tong, Grace Christian Centre

2018 Christmas-cum-Water Baptism Service
On December 2018 last year, our Christmas-cum-Water
Baptism Service was one that was filled with much joy. Four
members from our church were baptized that day.

Our Good Friday service was another exciting time for our
church. A group of students from our congregation presented
two songs, ‘For God so Loved the World’ and a song in
Mandarin ‘Worthy is the King’ to about 50 people, including
guests. Among the students who sang, six were new additions
to our church.

After the service, we took a group photograph and different
ones helped to set up tables and chairs for lunch. It
was indeed a meaningful day for all who came that day.
Praise God!

During the sermon, I had the honor of preaching on why
Christ had died on the cross for us even though He did not
deserve to. As there were a sizeable number of guests who
were Mandarin-speaking, I decided to preach the message
in Mandarin and my son, Gideon Tay, provided the English
interpretation.
As the message was being delivered, the Lord’s presence
was felt strongly in our midst. Then, I wrapped up the service

Jeriel Ho, a primary six student from our youth cum tuition
ministry, was one of the baptism candidates. Four years ago,
he had joined our ministry and had received salvation. On
this Christmas day service, his parents and two sisters came
to support him, even though his father was not a Christian.
His mother was a believer but was not from our church. What
was fascinating was that his parents said that they would let
Jeriel decide what was best for him, even though he was only
12 years old.
Another candidate was from the English congregation, Sis
Tiffany Sim, and two other candidates, Sis Carrie Lo and Sis
Lay Mui, from our Chinese congregation. It is always a great
joy to see believers take the essential step to follow Jesus
and get baptized.

by giving an altar call. Many came forward to pledge their
commitment to follow Christ in laying down their lives for the
Lord to reach the lost.

Ministry time at the altar

‘Pot Bless’ lunch fellowship

Our youths coming together to present a song
on our Good Friday Service

Our baptism candidates

Rev Tay baptizing Sis Lay Mui
Photo credit: Grace Christian Centre

Coming together for our Good Friday Service
AG TIMES I JUL- AUG 2019
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Without “Family”
There Is No “Community”
A time where we left our books behind to just play as a family.
By ACTS College
FAMILY.
6 letters, 1 word, a myriad of meanings. What
exactly is “family”? Does it pertain only to
those who are related to us by blood or could
it even pertain to friends whom we consider
“closer than a brother”? The word itself could
mean many things to many people, and it
could come in all shapes and forms.
In ACTS College, ‘family’ and ‘community’
are synonymous, if not, the same word,
just spelled differently. As the name of our
school so boldly proclaims, we are a school
that strives to emulate the same spirit of
community, compassion, care, and love that
was so evidently seen in the early church as
depicted in the Book of Acts.
As such, we believe that though we come from
different backgrounds and life experiences,
it is not impossible for us to experience the
same kind of community that was seen in the
early church, today.
ACTS Family Day is an annual event that
aspires to open up doors of opportunities for
students and faculty alike to really get to know
one another, beyond the context of books,
deadlines and assignments.
On March 16, 2019, ACTS College held its
annual family day in Marina Barrage. Students
and faculty, along with their respective
family members, gathered together to have
a day of fellowship and fun. Some alumni,
although having graduated a year or two
before, decided to visit and join our current
students and faculty members in all of the
activities. What better way to forge and build
up community other than through games!
The games and activities allowed both
students and lecturers to bond. It was certainly
interesting to see lecturers depend on their
students for the answers to the Whisper
Challenge, one of the games that was played.
Parents who had brought along their children
also got a chance to participate in activities
where they could also bond with their children.
The event ended with the celebration of the
birthdays of our beloved staff members and
a dear lecturer. Certainly, a community cannot

1

be built on mere activities alone. The sharing
of food and time together are truly essential in
forming a lasting and strong community. Much
like a glimpse of the early church in Acts 2,
ACTS Family Day ended with everyone, young
and old, lecturer and student, eating their food
with gladness in their hearts.
“Choosing to come back for this year’s family
day was the right choice. I chose to come
back and participate because I truly missed
the people, the care shown by everyone, and
basically being in the community that I am
truly comfortable in. ACTS Family Day has
always been about coming together, enjoying
each other’s company, smiling, laughing, and
even enjoying the food and games together.
This year’s was no exception. I would definitely
come back for next year’s family day.”
- Rachel Del Rosario, Alumni
“It was such a great joy and privilege to have
been able to participate in planning for Family
Day! I always come to school as a student, but
on that day, I saw myself as part of the family
in ACTS College. Seeing the lecturers and
the students having fun with one another, all
the hard work was definitely worth it! Games
and activities aside, I personally believe
that Family Day has helped me to be more
considerate of every person’s need, across
all age groups. Being used to leading games
mainly for my church’s youth and student
groups, I now had to be more intentional in
considering the people who may be more
well advanced in age. In spite of the age
differences, we had great fun together!”
- Yeo Wei Hong, Second Year Student

Photo credit: ACTS College Student Life Committee

“It was a great experience to be part of ACTS
College Family Day this year―planning the
location, activities, timing, promotion and so
on. Though most of us had ongoing classes,
school assignments, church ministries,
and work to juggle, I was touched by the
wholehearted dedication shown by the team.
They truly gave their all and their best in
their preparations, without expecting any
reward. Beyond any doubt, all the hard work
paid off upon seeing the enthusiasm and all
the smiling faces of the people present that
day. It was truly a great time of fellowship
and bonding, both within the team that had
prepared for the event, and the friends that
joined the ACTS Family Day 2019.”
- Hizkia Imanuel Jaya, Graduating Student

2

“As a new student, I felt so welcomed by
the community when I joined in the ACTS
Family Day. It felt so much more like family.
There seemed to be no barrier or segregation
between the students, lecturers, and staff.
Volunteering to take photos of the event
was in itself a great experience! I thought I
would not enjoy myself since I would be busy
taking photographs. However, in spite of my
role as photographer, I was still able to enjoy
the event with a joyful heart. Kudos to all the
organizers!”
- Megawati, First Year Student
Scan this QR Code
for event video

3

4
1 The ACTS family
2 Fun times were bonding times
3 One of our groups taking a picture
during the break
4 Celebrating brithdays together
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A Leader’s Cultural Awareness
Rev Dr Philip Huan empowered our ministers at the May Training and Togetherness in Prayer (2TiP)
on how to handle tensions in our leadership journey.
By Jasmin Low, Grace Assembly of God
As a young adult lady, I recall my leadership
journey since childhood. At the age of 16,
I came to know the Lord and started my
leadership journey as a youth leader in my
church group at 18. I learned that the ministry
of God is about restoration and reconciliation.
Therefore, in any aspect of my life, the big
question I would most often ask myself is,
“How can I, as a servant leader, bring about
the ministry of restoration and reconciliation
in my leadership such that God would be
glorified?”
At our last Training and Togetherness in Prayer
session held in Trinity Christian Centre in May,
Rev Dr Phillip Huan, from ChurchLife Ministry
expounded on the topic, ‘A Leader’s Cultural
Awareness’. He shared useful nuggets on
how we can lead in a way that glorifies God
especially when tensions arise within the
church.
“As iron sharpens iron, so one person
sharpens another.” (Proverbs 27:17) Cell
groups, discipleship groups, ministry
groups—the church community is made
up of people, people and more people. And
as long as people exist, so do sin, selfcenteredness, friction and heated arguments.
And when such things happen, what can we
do to glorify God and gather our fellow church
members toward this goal too?
As Rev Dr Phillip puts it, more often than
not, there exists opposing parties within
the church walls made up of God-loving
and faithful members of the church. What
happens when decisions need to be made,
yet we, as leaders, are getting sandwiched in
between the values of opposing parties? Do
we take sides? Can we really prevent hurts
and misunderstandings?
Rev Dr Phillip reminded us that a leader’s
cultural awareness is very important. When
a leader makes the effort to go deeper
below the surface of an issue within a group
having contention, he or she would often
see the group’s underlying culture. As the
leader engages with the culture, he or she
would begin to understand the reasons for
resistance, which more often than not, stems
from fear and apprehension due to past
experiences that shape the heart of a church.

8
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When a leader successfully gathers as much
information that he or she can, how can
he or she then use this information to lead
these church members to glorify God? Let
us think back again. The ministry of God is
one that restores and reconciles. Hence,
while we execute our external leadership
style by casting visions, developing
strategies and bringing the majority of the
congregation on board with our decisions, we
should not neglect the internal leadership
style aspects, as well, by listening and
identifying underlying values, discerning
and communicating in ways that best reflect
godly change, and finding a third way that
reconciles the opposing values! When we
find a third way, which is essentially Rev Dr
Phillip’s focus of the session, we can fulfill our
vision together in spite of the differences, all
with one unified motive to glorify God.
Do you sense resistance toward a godly
change that you would like to bring about
in your church? Are there common tensions

that you see amongst your members? Do
you listen to the voices that genuinely shout,
“I love Jesus”? Do you listen to the voice of
God?
Rev Dr Phillip encourages us to intentionally
use internal leadership to complement
external leadership styles. Focusing on
external leadership alone may lead to setting
a prevalent path toward achieving a vision,
but may run the risk of having a group become
ostracized. Coupling external leadership with
internal leadership would lead to a modified
direction, as well as healing amongst those
of opposing values and ultimately bring
about partial or complete support from those
involved.

5
1 Empowering in progress
2 Discussing in small groups what 		
was just taught
3 Coming into God’s presence in our
time of worship
4 Rev Dr Philip Huan teaching with
an illustration
5 Lifting one another in prayer

As we continue to tread the waters of
balancing this complex gift of leadership,
let us pray that the Word of God be our
foundation and the Spirit of God be our guide.
To God be the glory!

Photo credit: Lorraine Chee, Trinity Christian Centre
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Congratulations
to Our Life Membership and
New Credential Holders of 2019

LIFE MEMBERSHIP
Rev Philip Lee Yeow Kwang
ORDAINED MINISTERS
Ong Jway Syn, Terence

Centre of New Life

Chan Hoe Heng, Catherine

Elim Church

Ang Ern Wei, Jireh

Emmanuel Assembly

LICENSED MINISTERS
Foo Guowei, Derek

Elim Church

Kelly Thamilarasee

Elim Church

Lim Eng Kuang, Jimmy

Eternal Life Assembly

Tan Sian Han, Steve

Grace Assembly

Chou Li Ju

Maranatha Christian Assembly

Hsu Huo Ying, Joyce

Sembawang Assembly

Associate Member
Lim Han Hui, David

Hope Church

EXHORTERS

10
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Chia Kian Soon, Mervin

Bethel Assembly

Lee Yong Kwang, Marcus

Eagle’s Nest Church

Christopher Lynn Van Winkle

Emmanuel Assembly

Ngo Loke Foong, Isaac

Eternal Life Assembly

Tay Su Hwee, Tiffany

Grace Assembly

Teo Wen Yuan, Sheryl

Grace Assembly

Lim Eng Tong, Timothy

Maranatha Christian Assembly

Tan Soon Peng, Benjamin

Pentecostal Christian Community

Ramos Reuel Turgo

The Living Word Fellowship
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AG General Council Meeting
Our ministers gathered for a time to affirm our new credential holders and the election of four EXCO posts.
By Ps Chang Wai Wai, Trinity Christian Centre
On May 16, 2019, our Assemblies of God of
Singapore’s ministers and delegates gathered
at Trinity@Paya Lebar for the Annual General
Council Meeting. The meeting began with every
single one of us worshiping in one heart and
spirit to welcome the most important person
into our midst, our Lord Jesus Christ.
“But the hair on his (Samson’s) head began to
grow again…” (Judges 16:22) Those were the
words that resounded throughout the day as
Rev Dominic Yeo, our General Superintendent,
shared a short exhortation from the story
of Samson. It was a time of rekindling our
passion, restoring our hope and purposes in
God and renewing our call as ministers of the
gospel. Ministers and delegates responded to
the message and took time to seek God at the
altars.
It was a refreshing time of ministry in God’s
presence as we responded in worship with this
song:
Take me deeper
Deeper in love with You
Jesus hold me close in Your embrace
Take me deeper
Deeper than I’ve ever been before
I just want to love You more and more
How I long to be deeper in love
Truly, there is nowhere else we would rather be
but to be found in the presence of our God!
When it came time for the credential ceremony,
18 leaders and ministers (as one was absent
with apologies) stepped forward to receive their
credentials. The atmosphere was filled with
the cheers of enthusiastic supporters as the
names were being read. Of the candidates, eight
were presented with their Exhorters credentials,
seven with their Licensed credentials, and three
with their Ordained credentials. We also honored
our Life Member, Rev Philip Lee Yeow Kwang for
his contribution to the ministry of the Gospel, as
well as his faithful and dedicated commitment in
serving the Lord as Ordained Minister for more
than 40 years. A heartfelt congratulations to all!
The celebrative mood continued through the
lunch fellowship. At each table, it was a lighthearted time of interaction over food to hear
what God has been doing in their churches.
With nods of encouragement and smiles of
affirmation, we give thanks to God for His hand
Photo credit: Trinity Christian Centre
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of provision and protection in our lives and
churches!
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The meeting then progressed into the afternoon
business session of the Annual General Meeting.
With an attendance of 144 voting members, the
assembly elected four posts in the Executive
Committee. Rev Dominic Yeo was re-elected
as the General Superintendent. Rev Chia Beng
Hock was elected as the General Treasurer.
Rev Lindsey Lui and Rev Terence Ong, Senior
Pastors of Faith AG and Centre of New Life
respectively, were elected as Committee
Members. We thanked Rev Calvin Lee, Senior
Pastor of Grace AG and Rev Mark Poh, Senior
Pastor of Emmanuel AG for their contribution
as they completed their term in the Executive
Committee and affirmed our new Executive
Committee for the coming term. May the Lord
empower our leaders with double portions of
anointing and strength!
EXCO
General Superintendent
Assistant General
Superintendent
General Secretary
General Treasurer
Committee Members

3

- Rev Dominic Yeo
- Rev Simon Ang
- Rev Tan Hock Cheng
- Rev Chia Beng Hock
- Rev Dr Emily Tan
- Rev Gerald Tan
- Rev Lindsey Lui
- Rev Robert Lum
- Rev Terence Ong

4
1 Rev Dominic Yeo, our General
Superintendent, addressing our leaders
2 Entering into the presence of God 		
in times of worship

The meeting continued with lively discussion as
we deliberated over various matters concerning
the AG Constitution. The desire of every
member is evident—we want to see the AG of
Singapore churches impacting many more lives
for His glory!
As the meeting closed, we joined together
in prayer and affirmed God’s presence that
rekindles, restores and renews us daily!

3 Our exhorters receiving prayers from
our ministers
4 Uplifting our licensed ministers
with prayers
5 Praying for our ordained ministers
5
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The Alliance of PentecostalCharismatic Churches of Singapore
The meaningful start of year two for the Alliance of Pentecostal-Charismatic Churches of Singapore (APCCS).
By Jessie Chew, Trinity Christian Centre
Three years ago at the Fresh Fire Conference,
a group of like-minded pastors discussed
ways to build up churches of the Pentecostal
tradition. It was especially important to create
a platform where ministers could empower
one another through solid, God-centered
relationships.
In time, those talks birthed the APCCS, a
formal network of fellowship and support
for churches of similar theological beliefs.
Launched in April 2018, the APCCS also serves
as an additional Christian voice for the nation,
working with relevant government authorities
on various social concerns and issues.
Now in its second year, the APCCS is gearing
up for bigger things to come. During its first
Annual General Meeting on April 25, members
came to Trinity Christian Centre to approve the
adoption of a revised constitution that would
strengthen the alliance’s governance and
allow for greater participation in its Board of
Directors.
What started as a regular meeting became
a memorable one when Rev Dominic Yeo

introduced a proposal for his Chairmanship to
be passed on to Rev Yang Tuck Yoong, with
effect from May 1. In light of his growing
global ministry, it was time to pass the
baton of leadership so that the alliance could
receive the time and attention needed to
fulfill its objectives. Rev Dominic would still
serve as Vice-Chairman, assisting Rev Yang
in representing and unifying the network
of relationships among the Pentecostal,
Charismatic, and Independent churches of
Singapore.
With unanimous approval, Rev Yang expressed
gratitude in their confidence before leading
APCCS’ first Prayer Meeting. With its growing
prominence in the nation, it is imperative for
the alliance to continually intercede for one
another, as well as the nation, with prayers of
protection, divine wisdom, and courage.
The name of the alliance declares its reliance
on the power of the Holy Spirit. As the APCCS
moves forward in one spirit and with the
Spirit, may this network be a place where
ministries reach their fullest potential for the
glory of God.

1

2

3
1 Praying for Rev Dominic
2 Coming together to worship as an alliance
3 The meeting commenced with God’s leading
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ICI―Global University
21st Century Discipleship Series

Book 1 – Getting Started

Book 2 – Facing Issues

Book 3 – Making a Difference

• Getting Started is one of the keys to success in
all areas of life, including following Jesus Christ.
• New believers who study one lesson per week will
finish the entire course in just 39 weeks.
• All lessons are Bible-based and practical, and will
expose new Christians to the truth they need to
know for spiritual maturity and growth.
• Every lesson provides the new Christian key
Scripture verses to learn, as well as a self-test so
that he or she can note his or her own progress.
• The lessons will excite new Christians about the
joy and adventure of discipleship.

Blessings and challenges come in many forms. Facing
Issues will equip believers with the understanding
of experiences that are common to all followers of
Christ. Lessons include:
1.
Overcoming Anger
2.
Forgiveness
3.
Building Better Relationships
4.
Perseverance
5.
Receiving God’s Correction
6.
How to Handle Failure
7.
The Gifts of the Spirit
8.
Your Money
9.
Why Does God Permit Suffering?
10.
How to Discover God’s Will
11.
Understanding Spiritual Authority
12.
Finding Your Place in Ministry
13.
Striving for Excellence

All Christians have gifts, talents, and a call to serve
God. Making a Difference contains practical lessons
that will enable you to understand the role you play in
serving God as well as give you biblical insights into
leading others. Lessons in this book include:
1.
Developing Vision
2.
Christ-Centered Goals
3.
Evangelism and Missions
4.
A Teachable Attitude
5.
Servanthood in the Local Church and Beyond
6.
Making the Most of Your Time
7.
Your Abilities and Talents
8.
Developing Leadership Ability
9.
The Importance of Teamwork
10.
Building Unity in the Local Church
11.
Handling Conflict
12.
Improving Your Attitude
13.
Overcoming Obstacles

* For the Content Page and Lesson 1 of Getting Started
write to iciunv@singnet.com.sg

Each lesson was written by an active pastor, Bible teacher, missionary, or Christian writer. If you are serious about discipleship, this course is for you!
You can use these books for independent study, small groups, and Bible studies. After each lesson, there are 10 questions you can answer to help reinforce what you have learned.
To order a copy of 21st Century Discipleship Series, complete the form below.
Tick the box of your choice below.

Where do we send your books to? Please write clearly.

Book 1 – Getting Started

$22

Mr/Ms

Book 2 – Facing Issues

$22

Mobile No.

Book 3 – Making a Difference

$22

Email

Home No.

Address		
Postal Code

Unit No.

Bank & Check No.

Please make checks payable to: ICI LIMITED
Mail your order form and check to: 203 Hougang Street 21, #03-83 Kovan City, Singapore 530203
Tel. +65 6284 0965 | Email: iciunv@singnet.com.sg | Website: www.globaluniversity.edu
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Essential Values to Build Edifying Spiritual Relationships
In the last issue of the AG Times, we covered the Training topic, ‘Leading our Spiritual Family’. This time,
we shine the light on the ‘Essential Values to Build Edifying Spiritual Relationships’ with one another in
our church community: Authenticity, Purity, Generosity and Honor.

Essential Values to Build Edifying Spiritual Relationships

Authenticity

One of the key elements in relating to your spiritual family is authenticity.
Rev Dr Loh shows us more about this from the Word.
The apostle Paul wrote in Ephesians 4:25, “Therefore each of you must put off
falsehood and speak truthfully to your neighbor, for we are all members of one
body.” He urged the Ephesians to be authentic in their relationship with one
another in the community that God had called them to.
Mankind is created in the image of God. God is love and we have been created
to be people of love. God is a triune God—three persons completely united
as one; and we are, likewise, to be united with one another. God intended
for humanity to be a community. Sadly, however, the fallen world is highly
disunited and devoid of love. As a result, God has, through Jesus, broken the
walls of hostility that separated us and brought about a new humanity, which is
the Church. (Ephesians 2:14-15)
It is through the Church that God’s original intent for humanity would be fulfilled.
Paul in the first three chapters of his epistle to the Ephesians fully explained
this. Then, he exhorted the Ephesians in the next three chapters as to what they
should do, and be, for the Church to be a true community. One of these is the
need for authenticity.
Authenticity Builds Trust
When we are authentic to the people around us, trust is built between us
and them. Trust is an essential quality of a community. Members must feel
that they are safe and whatever they share will not be used against them.
Unfortunately, people in the world do take advantage of others. We thereby
bring along with us into the Kingdom of God what we have learned in the
secular world. We protect ourselves by not disclosing the truth about ourselves.
This is a principle, which is contrary to the mindset that we should embrace as
members of God’s community. Much of our worldviews are in fact contrary to
the Christian worldview. We need to change these worldviews if we are to be
effective disciples of Christ.
We are Accepted for our True Selves
God created us to be social beings, hence, all of us have a need for acceptance.
Many of us believe that we must perform well in order to be accepted.
Sometimes, our parents give us the impression that we must behave well in
order to gain their love. In schools, we have to perform if we are to progress to
the next level. At work, we are expected to produce results in our jobs. At times,
fearing that people may not accept us, we project an image that is beyond our
true selves. Consequently, trust is lost when the truth of who we really are is
discovered. If the majority of Christians behave in this way, the Church can
never be a true community.
We need to know that we are accepted even before we can perform.
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Our parents love and accept us right from the moment they hold us in their
arms. God accepts us for who we are. Romans 5:8 says, “But God demonstrates
his own love for us in this: While we were still sinners, Christ died for us.” Jesus
died for us whilst we were sinners. God did not wait for us to be good before
He accepted us. Therefore, we need not try to be what we are not. As God’s
children, let us walk in assurance of His love and acceptance, and be our true
selves to one another in God’s community.
Do not Conform to the Pattern of this World
Many in the world think that they must be seen to be successful if they are to
be accepted. So, they own big houses, posh cars and dress themselves up in
the most fanciful wears. Others feel that money will bring them recognition and
happiness. They work hard to accumulate as much wealth as they can.
The trouble is that there is no end to wants. The more they have the more
they want and they are never contented. The apostle Paul says in Philippians
4:12–13, “I know what it is to be in need, and I know what it is to have plenty.
I have learned the secret of being content in any and every situation, whether
well fed or hungry, whether living in plenty or in want. I can do all this through
him who gives me strength.”
Paul acknowledged that he is contented in all situations, as Jesus has filled the
void in his heart. He understood the love that God has for him. We too can live
a simple life and be contented in all situations. Wrong thinking creates in us a
need to impress others by being someone we are not.
Paul also exhorts us in Romans 12:2, “Do not conform to the pattern of this
world, but be transformed by the renewing of your mind. Then you will be able
to test and approve what God’s will is—his good, pleasing and perfect will.”
Our minds can only be renewed by replacing all our wrong thinking and beliefs
with God’s Word.
Reflect upon our character and conduct when reading the Bible. Allow the Word
to bring up the flaws in our lives. Most know for themselves when they are not
being authentic. Fighting for acceptance is just one of the fundamental reasons
for inauthenticity. There are others.
Sometimes, we may not realize our own flaws and may not even admit it
when the Holy Spirit or others bring it to our attention. If we are to renew our
minds and be transformed into Christlikeness, we need to stay humble. As we
regularly evaluate ourselves and take positive steps to change, we can learn
to always be authentic toward others and build a strong trust and unity within
God’s community.

Rev Dr Loh Hung Chey
is the Founding Pastor
of The Harvest Force.
He was the Principal of
the Assemblies of God
(AG) Bible College until
retiring from the post in
2012. He still teaches
at the College but has
availed himself to colleges
throughout the world. Rev
Dr Loh has served on the
Executive Committee of
the AG, Singapore and
the boards of Asia Pacific
Theological Association,
Teen Challenge Singapore
and the Singapore
Centre for Evangelism
and Missions. He is the
author of ‘Transforming
into Christlikeness’ and
‘Returning to God’s
Original Intent’.
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Purity

How do you relate to your community of believers in purity?
Rev Alvin Ngo gives us practical handles on the topic.
Our calling in Christ and our mission in the world mandates and includes
a calling to live a chaste life—a life of purity. Life in a community can be
complicated. Our intentions can be misunderstood if we are not careful and do
not observe certain guidelines, especially in relationships with the opposite sex
or different generations.
While a pure mind, body, and soul are essential to a life of happiness and
peace, the concept of purity is closely linked to the idea of holiness, which is
being “set apart” for God. Purity will lead to holiness. Despite the obstacles
placed by weakening moral standards in society today, building a culture of
purity in His community is possible.
So often when Christians talk about purity, it is usually limited to the sense of
avoiding sexual immorality. In the Old Testament, the Israelites as God’s people
were instructed about:
• Food they cannot consume (Leviticus 11, 17).
• Standard of cleanliness (Leviticus 12-15)
• Relationships they cannot pursue (Leviticus 18)
• Practices they can’t engage in (Leviticus 19)
Clearly God wants to set His people “apart” (holy) from the rest of the world. It
is their “purity” that sets them apart from the rest. Yet, if God’s people live like
the rest of the world, how can they tell the difference?
The New Testament has passages that talk about how to relate with purity for
the relationships in God’s community.
A) In Words
“Do not let any unwholesome talk come out of your mouths, but only what
is helpful for building others up according to their needs, that it may benefit
those who listen.” (Ephesians 4:29)
“Nor should there be obscenity, foolish talk or coarse joking, which are
out of place, but rather thanksgiving. For of this you can be sure: No
immoral, impure or greedy person—such a person is an idolater—has
any inheritance in the Kingdom of Christ and of God… For you were once
darkness, but now you are light in the Lord. Live as children of light.”
(Ephesians 5:4-8)
“Avoid godless chatter, because those who indulge in it will become more
and more ungodly.” (2 Timothy 2:16)
“But avoid foolish controversies and genealogies and arguments
and quarrels about the law, because these are unprofitable and useless.”
(Titus 3:9)
B) In Deed
“But among you there must not be even a hint of sexual immorality, or of
any kind of impurity, or of greed, because these are improper for God’s holy
people.” (Ephesians 5:3)
“For… It is God’s will that you should be sanctified: that you should avoid
sexual immorality; that each of you should learn to control your own body
in a way that is holy and honourable.” (1 Thessalonians 4:2-4)

“Flee from sexual immorality. All other sins a person commits are outside
the body, but whoever sins sexually, sins against their own body.”
(1 Corinthians 6:18)
“Flee the evil desires of youth and pursue righteousness, faith, love and
peace, along with those who call on the Lord out of a pure heart.”
(2 Timothy 2:22)
C) For Various Relationships
“Do not rebuke an older man harshly, but exhort him as if he were your
father. Treat younger men as brothers, older women as mothers, and
younger women as sisters, with absolute purity.” (1 Timothy 5:1-2)
Scripture cannot be clearer than this on how we should treat different
relationships in God’s community across gender and generations.
How then do we maintain purity in communal relationships?
1. Seek purity in yourself.
We have to know what are the standards of purity God holds us to (as
revealed in His Word) and make it a habit to choose God’s will over our own
daily. Commit to saying “yes” to God and “no” to any choices that would
interfere with you fulfilling God’s purposes for your life. Focus on trusting
God to meet your needs. Treat your body (which is a temple of the Holy
Spirit) with respect and use it to honor God.
2. Pursue purity in the mind.
Most of our struggles begin with our mind. How and what we think greatly
influence how we behave. We have to watch what we feed our minds.
“Finally… whatever is true, whatever is noble, whatever is right, whatever
is pure, whatever is lovely, whatever is admirable—if anything is excellent
or praiseworthy—think about such things.” (Philippians 4:8)
We have to learn to meditate on the Bible and pray for the Holy Spirit
to renew our mind with the right perspective and the truth. “We… take
captive every thought to make it obedient to Christ.” (2 Corinthians 10:5)
3. Choose wisely who you spend time with.
Not only do you have to watch yourself, and what you expose yourself to,
you also have to watch the company you are in. “Do not be misled: “Bad
company corrupts good character.” (1 Corinthians 15:33)
Choose your friends wisely. Accept advice only from friends whose
relationships with Jesus you trust and respect. Don’t hesitate to end any
unhealthy friendships in your life. Choose to forgive them, pray for them,
and maintain healthy boundaries to protect yourself.
It’s never an easy journey but it is possible to have and maintain purity in
our relating to God’s community. It is also God’s desire “that you may
become blameless and pure, ‘children of God without fault in a warped and
crooked generation.’ Then you will shine among them like stars in the sky.”
(Philippians 2:15)

Rev Alvin Ngo
recently retired after
36 years of full-time
pastoral ministry to be a
full-time caregiver to his
wife who has dementia.
In his spare time, he
reads, writes, preaches,
counsels and mentors
others. He and his wife
have three children:
Isaac, Ivan and Isabel.
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Generosity

Generosity is a rare value in our culture of self-sufficiency. How can we cultivate this to be blessing to our spiritual community?
Rev Lee Meng Cham shares his insights.
“A generous person will prosper; whoever refreshes others will be refreshed.”
(Proverbs 11:25) Generosity in our lives reflects a right belief and shows the
state of true and living faith. When we are generous we bear witness to Christ
and bring glory to God.
The most common word for ‘generosity’ in the New Testament is ‘haplotes’
(Greek: without folds). This is the virtue of character that is sincere, without
guile or hidden agenda, open-hearted, acting magnanimously and liberally,
without ‘strings attached’.
When the word ‘generosity’ is used in conjunction with giving, it means to
share openly in all things so that there is no lack, and that there is equality
of means and unity of purpose in the body of Christ (2 Corinthians 8:13-15).
This characteristic goes beyond the fiscal to the giving of our time, attention,
focused presence, words of affirmation and encouragement, and intercession.
However, it does not preclude the giving of funds.
Of course, generosity in financial giving is the most concrete and hence, for the
vast majority, the most challenging. However, the litmus test for New Testament
‘generosity’ is not in the amount (what we give) but more importantly, in the
quality of joy, love and grace (how we give).

extravagant-giving, not predicated on the worth of the recipient but the worth
we are ascribing to the person we are giving to.
As His faithful stewards, we are not to hoard but to pass on what we have
been entrusted with. We are then released from fear that comes from a poverty
mentality and exchanging it for a God-pleasing faith in the God of abundance
(2 Corinthians 9:10, 11).
Another aspect of being generous is to practise hospitality; the opening of our
hearts, hands and homes, starting with but not limited to our family and the
family of God (Romans 12:13; 1 Peter 4:9). Being hospitable infers that we
do not deliberately or conveniently overlook those who are experiencing lack
around us (1 John 3:17-18). In emulating Christ’s sacrificial love, we need to
learn to do and go without so that others can do with (2 Corinthians 8:1-5).
“For you know the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, that though he was rich, yet
for your sake he became poor, so that you through his poverty might become
rich.” (2 Corinthians 8:9)
How does being generous edify us?
Jesus taught that “it is more blessed to give than to receive.” (Acts 20:35)

What generosity is not
• It is not giving with a grudging or grumbling spirit, or out of obligation or
guilt. (Romans 12:8; 2 Corinthians 9:5-7)

Being generous:
• frees us from a life of self-absorption, self-preservation, and selfpreeminence. (Ephesians 4:28)

• It is not giving with fanfare, or a roundabout way to benefit oneself. If we
do, we will not be motivated by love but by our calculated investment.
(Matthew 6:2-4; Luke 14:12-14)

• frees us from the greed and grip of materialism. (Matthew 6:24)

• It is not giving our leftovers. God, in His generosity, sacrificially gave His
best! The word ‘grace’ is used 10 times within 2 Corinthians 8-9, which
constitutes Apostle Paul’s exhortation on the ‘grace of giving’. And this
‘grace’ of giving always means more, never less. (John 3:16; 2 Corinthians
8:7)

• releases joy and thanksgivings. (2 Corinthians 9:12-15)

• It is not giving that is episodic and emotional but planned, regular and
purposeful. (1 Corinthians 16:2)
How are we to be generous with one another?
Generosity begins with the right mindset and attitude. When called to give we
usually consider what we have (or do not have) and the worthiness of the
recipient. Both will cap our generosity, especially when we view resources as
a zero-sum game. However, our benchmark for generosity comes from our
triune God: the abundant provision of the Father, the example in the Son, and
the enabling gifts by the Holy Spirit.
Because generosity is other person-centered, our consideration should not be
on what we have to give but what the real needs of the recipient are. While
stinginess is token-giving, fairness is commensurate-giving; only generosity is
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• frees us from the fear of insufficiency. (Proverbs 22:9; 2 Corinthians 9:8)

Firstly, for what we have been given. Secondly, for what we have to give
and share in the service of God’s people, and to those who are spiritually
and physically impoverished. Thirdly, the recipients will offer up praises
and thanksgivings to God, who is our ultimate Benefactor. In all this, God
alone is glorified!
“God prospers me not to raise my standard of living, but to raise my
standard of giving.” (Randy Alcorn, The Treasure Principle, p71)
• witnesses to the future life in the Kingdom of God.
“A new command I give you: Love one another. As I have loved you, so
you must love one another. By this everyone will know that you are my
disciples, if you love one another.” (John 13:34-35)
Generosity in and through the church should be a stark contrast to a culture
that strives to be self-sufficient and independent. (Ephesians 3:20-21)

Rev Lee Meng Cham
heads the Creative Arts
Ministry and the Media
department, and oversees
the Equipping Process at
Grace Assembly of God.
He also sits as a member
of the Senior Pastor
Office. He is forever
grateful to God for His
generosity in entrusting
him with Linda, his
beloved wife, and their
gracious daughter, Su Ern.
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Honor

Building a culture of honor in the church is an important quality in strengthening the godly relationships we have in church.
Rev Mark Poh expounds on this topic.
“Outdo one another in showing honor.” Romans 12:10b ESV
I grew up in a home where we were taught to honor and respect our elders. At
every meal, we would wait until Dad and Mum got seated, then call out to them
“Pa, Ma, ‘chiah’ (Hokkien: eat)” and if there were relatives around, I would have
to call out, “Uncle, ‘chiah’… ” until every elder was greeted. When we became
parents, Aye Lan and I continued this practice with Faithe, our daughter. She
had a lot more ‘chiah’s to call out… my siblings, in-laws… It sounds funny,
but this simple act of honor is important and significant for our generation and
those after us.
When I became a Christian, I discovered that others had a certain view that
Christianity would cause its believers to switch their allegiance to a “foreign
god” and forsake honoring their parents. This could not be further from the truth.
The God whom I know, has honoring parents at the top of His Commandments
for loving others.
Why then would such a reputation exist? I believe it has much to do with how
we live our lives especially with respect to how we interact with one another, our
family, and people in authority. The expression of honor to one another is one of
the most visible expressions of our faith to the world. How we treat God in our
worship, and one another speaks of what we truly believe.
What is God’s instruction to us with regards to honor? What does the world see
of us through our actions?

Whether our parents are perfect or not, the Bible makes it clear that we are
to honor them. What do the people around us see when we interact with
our parents?
3. Honoring One Another
Romans 12:10 says, “Love each other with genuine affection, and take
delight in honoring each other.” (NLT)
“Love one another with brotherly affection. Outdo one another in showing
honor.” (ESV)
Two things jump out: “delight” in honoring others above self; and “outdo”
one another in showing honor. This is in contrary to the flesh. Our flesh
looks inward at our needs first, and fights for our rights, but the one who
moves in the Spirit puts others before self. It is to go out of one’s way
to demonstrate honor to others whether they deserve it or not. It is not
conditional on how the other person behaves. It is a choice we exercise
in obedience to God’s Word. We choose to bless, encourage and delight
them—anything that tells them that they are worthy of our time and effort.
4. Honoring Church Leaders
1 Timothy 5:17 tells us to show honor to those who have been placed as
our spiritual overseers.
“The elders who direct the affairs of the church well are worthy of double
honor, especially those whose work is preaching and teaching.”

Let’s consider how we fare against God’s Word:
What is double honor? What does this look like?
1. Honoring God
The Bible exhorts us many times to honor God. In Psalm 22:23, it says,
“You who fear the Lord, praise Him! All you descendants of Jacob, honor
Him! Revere Him, all you descendants of Israel!” The call is clear! We are to
praise, honor and revere Him.
Isaiah 29:13 says, “The Lord says, ‘These people come near to Me with their
mouth and honor Me with their lips, but their hearts are far from Me.” Honor
starts right in our hearts.
Are we punctual for church services? Are we waiting upon Him or is He
waiting for us? How do we worship Him and listen to His Word? Are our
minds on Him or are we drawn to our mobile devices?
A pre-believer will be impacted either positively or negatively by what he
sees of how God’s children treat Him.
2. Honoring Parents
Exodus 20:12 says, “Honor your father and your mother, so that you may live
long in the land the Lord your God is giving you.”
So often, the opposite happens. The culture of honor toward parents
has spiraled downward. I have personally seen teenagers and adults act
disrespectfully toward their parents. This is no excuse if we claim to be
Christ’s disciples.

It means we put in double the effort to accord honor to our leaders. What
you would do for someone whom you love, you will double that. Double
honor does not depend on whether we approve of the individual or not, as
long as they are placed over us as our leaders. Someone so wisely pointed
out to me when I was a young Christian, “If you think that your leader is
not doing well, don’t criticize, but pray for them and love them to greater
heights.”
5. Honor Those in Authority
God, in His sovereignty, has placed people in positions of leadership.
(Romans 13:1-7) Verse 7 states clearly:
“Give to everyone what you owe them: If you owe taxes, pay taxes; if
revenue, then revenue; if respect, then respect; if honor, then honor.”
We thank God for our government, for they are known as one of the best
in the world. As soon as they have been elected, God commands that we
honor and respect them. The best way to do that is to pray for them and
encourage them whenever we can.
I truly believe that when we begin to live out this culture of honor from an
attitude of love and affection, the world will be in a better place to receive the
Good News that we hope to share with them. (John 13:34-25)
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TRANSFORMATION

Stretched for Breakthrough
What happens when we add faith to
our calculations? Cindy Ng shares how
God astonishes her again and again when
she let Him stretch her faith in 2018.
By Cindy Ng, Trinity Christian Centre
Adapted by Lye Huixian

Daring to be stretched
I quickly scribbled an amount on my Faith Promise card.
Having attended Trinity since childhood, I was familiar with the
Faith Promise and wrote an amount I was comfortable with.
Just as I was about to submit my card, the pastor suddenly
said: “Those who wrote what they are comfortable with, let
God stretch your faith!”
I felt strongly that God was prompting me to take up this
challenge. This was way out of my comfort zone. It was so
radical that I knew it could not be my own thoughts, but
prompted only by God.
God had already challenged me earlier in the year to leave the
job I had been in for almost a decade. I was about to resign in
two months without a next job lined up. How would I meet this
new financial challenge?
After doing some mental calculations, I decided to use all
my upcoming performance bonus to fulfill my Faith Promise.
Despite this, I still struggled with this stretching of faith.
Despite my fears of lack, I decided to pray and submit it to God.
God provides!
Just one month later, I received a performance bonus that was
so much more than what I expected! For the first time in the
company’s history, our bonuses were based on a 15-month
assessment (instead of the usual 12).
I realized that the amount remaining after fulfilling my
Missions Faith Promise would be the amount of bonus I had
received in previous years! I had thought that I had to “suffer
in lack” to give.
God sustained me during the months when I was without a
job. I even had enough to pay for my first mission trip to India!
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Cindy (front row, first from left) with her missions trip team

Another leap of faith
Then came Vision Weekend in September. I was still jobless
after almost four months. Though my anxiety and tiredness
grew as the months passed, I recalled God’s provision and
decided to still make a Vision Faith Promise.
As I was writing the amount on my card, God convicted me to
commit to give my first fruits – my first month of salary when
I receive a job offer.
This is where the “math” becomes interesting. As I was
changing industries, I had requested in my job application an
amount below my last drawn salary. Although I knew that God
would provide me with a job, it seemed crazy and impossible
to me then that He would provide above and beyond that.
God’s faithful abundance
Just a few days following Vision Weekend, I was offered a job.
To my astonishment, I was offered a salary way above the
amount I had committed in my Vision Faith Promise.

For a long time, I struggled with the poverty mentality. Giving
toward God’s Kingdom was like asking to cut off a piece of my
flesh. I felt that I would give only what I could handle. Faith and
obedience were lacking in my calculations.
God is not a one-trick wonder. Again and again, He showed
himself to be living and active. He can do exceedingly
abundantly above all I can ever ask or imagine (Ephesians
3:20).
Through the experience of God’s extraordinary provision, I
have learned to add faith to the equation. My faith in God has
multiplied as I learned to trust His leading. I am encouraged to
give Him my wholehearted service, trusting in His Word that
says, “But seek first the Kingdom of God and His righteousness,
and these things will be added to you.” (Matthew 6:33)
To God be all the glory!

Photo credit: Cindy Ng
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