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Rev Dominic Yeo

The Call to Return

GENERAL SUPERINTENDENT’S MESSAGE

did not. That speaks volumes of the power in being “together 
in one place”. If God’s intent for the church was to be in our 
individual homes, the church would not have been birthed out 
of a corporate gathering—in the upper room. 

We need to return to pressing in for an invasion of heaven. 

The disciples have been waiting with a posture to receive. God 
didn’t tell them it would happen on the day of Pentecost. It could 
have been the same afternoon Jesus ascended to heaven; it 
could have been three or seven days later. Regardless, they 
waited until the Day of Pentecost came. I believe in that place, 
they were pressing into the presence of God. They were desiring, 
hungering and seeking for an outpouring.

There’s a tipping point when it comes to pressing in. A point 
where Heaven breaks open and the supernatural invades the 
natural. Acts 2:2 tells us of how “suddenly a sound like the 
blowing of a violent wind came from heaven and filled the 
whole house where they were sitting.” 

Matthew 11:12 tells us that “from the days of John the Baptist 
until now, the kingdom of heaven has been subjected to 
violence, and violent people have been raiding it.” The Greek 
word for violence “βιάζω” (biazō) speaks of applying force. 
To lay hold of the kingdom of heaven, we need to pursue the 
presence of God with intensity, and seek it with great zeal.

Church, we need to be zealous in returning to the House of the 
Lord. Technology may have broken physical boundaries, but 
it will never break into heaven. I believe that there is going to 
be a powerful invasion of heaven as we press in to lay hold of 
God’s presence. His presence will cause miracles to happen. 
The world needs divine intervention, especially in these 
difficult times. And we have the power to release that divine 
intervention. But we need to do our part when it is possible 
to return to the House, to corporate gathering, to corporate 
worship, and to corporate hunger. 

Let’s pray fervently for the day we can return to the House of 
the Lord!

回归的呼吁 
2021年的六个月已经过去了。虽然2019冠病的情况仍
不稳定，不确定能否恢复实体聚会，我们却常听到这样
的话：
“我可以在家里敬拜神”，

Six months of 2021 have passed. Even as the situation remains 
fluid, and resumption of on-site services uncertain, we often 
hear comments, such as, 
“I can worship God at home.” 
“I am still able to encounter God at home.” 
“If I miss the sermon, I can always listen to it online.” 
“Coming to church is such a hassle, I’ll just wait till things 
return to normal.”
These statements ring alarm bells for me. All these mindsets 
and behaviors are manifestations of the depth of our 
relationship with God. A new danger is rearing its head.

The corporate worship experience is under attack and 
technology is not the culprit. 

The COVID-19 pandemic is a litmus test to the strength of the 
relationships in church and the commitment of the saints to 
return to church.

Difficult situations are not reason enough to put asunder the 
plans of God. In Acts 2, “When the day of Pentecost came, 
they were all together in one place.” The disciples were in 
a tough spot. They were wanted by the temple guards. They 
were under fierce persecution. Some of them had already fled 
to safe places outside Jerusalem. However, they remembered 
Jesus’ words to “stay in the city” and wait to be “clothed with 
power from on high” (Luke 24:49) and “they returned to 
Jerusalem” (Acts 1:12). 

Today we are not being persecuted. We are not locked down. 
Yet, we have relegated ourselves to a digital presence.

God is sounding the call and preparing His church to return 
to the House of the Lord. He is waiting upon His church to be 
ready for Him to pour out a new anointing. And we need to be 
ready to receive it TOGETHER.

We need to return to the corporate gathering. 

The original Greek word used for “together” in Acts 2:1 is 
“ὁμοῦ” (homou) which describes people who were gathered 
together in the same place and time. It wasn’t simply about 
having the same heart and mind toward God and desiring for 
an outpouring, but it was also in one place—the same physical 
location. 

You could quip about how they did not have the internet then. 
But God is omnipresent. The outpouring of the Holy Spirit could 
have happened in satellite locations and been downloaded into 
different homes. Certainly, it would have been safer for the 
disciples, who were hotly pursued by temple guards. But God 

“我在家里也能够遇见神”，
“如果我错过了牧师的证道，我能够随时上网听”，
“去教会太麻烦，我等一切恢复正常再去。”
这些话敲响我心里的警钟。这些心态和行为显现我们与
神关系有多深。新的危机正在临近。

集体敬拜的经验正遭遇攻击，而科技不是罪魁祸首。
冠状病毒大流行是试金石，检测教会肢体关系的强度，
看我们是否能委身回到实体教会。

困境不足以瓦解上帝的计划。使徒行传第二章告诉我
们：“五旬节到了，他们都聚集在一起。”门徒们的
处境艰难。他以外的安全地方，但他们记得耶稣吩咐他
们“在城里等候，直到得着从上面来的能力”(路加福音
24:49)，于是他们“回到耶路撒冷”(使徒行传1:12)。

我们现在没有被迫害。我们并没有封城。然而，与其实
地经历神，我们却选择通过科技经历祂。

神在呼吁及预备教会回返耶稣的殿中。祂在等待祂的教
会预备好，让祂倾倒新的恩膏。我们需要预备自己一同
来领受。

我们需要回到集体聚会。
使徒行传2:1中，“一起”的希腊文原文是“ὁμοῦ”
(homou)，形容在同个地方，同个时间聚集在一起的人。
它不单单是同心合意仰望神，渴慕神的倾倒，更是在同
个地方——在同个实质的地点——这么做。

你也许会戏说他们当时没有互联网。然而神是无所不
在的。圣灵的倾倒有可能发生在“卫星定点”，倾倒入
不同的居所里。对于那些被圣殿侍卫紧追不舍的门徒
来说，肯定会更加安全。但是神没有这样做。这说明了
“在一起”的力量。如果上帝对教会的心意是让我们各
自留在家中，那么教会就不会在集体聚会中诞生。

我们需要回到坚持祈求属天的介入。
门徒们带着领受的心态等待着。神没有告诉他们圣灵的
倾倒会在五旬节那天。它可能在耶稣升天的那个下午发
生，也可能是三天后或七天后。不管怎样，门徒们一直
等候，直到五旬节到来。我相信他们在他们聚集的地方
坚持等待着神的同在。他们对于圣灵的倾倒有着切慕、
饥渴和寻求。

Continued on pg 17...



TOGETHERNESS—AG COMMUNITY

AG TIMES  I  JUL -AUG 2021 3Photo credits: Rev Jason Tan, Ps Low Loy Nghee, Khor Siew Khim

Praying with hope during dark times and seeing God working in our midst.
By Ps Jason Ting, Centre of New Life 

May 2021 AGM and 2TiP

2021 AGM Word––God is Still on the Move
Rev Dominic Yeo, Chairman and General 
Superintendent of Singapore AG officially 
started AGM 2021 with a short reflection 
from Matthew 14, the feeding of 5000. Three 
important reminders were: 

1) God isn’t surprised by the odds in life 
2) God doesn’t need much to do something 

great
3) God’s mandate to the disciples is the 

same today for us—to feed his people. 

Despite the seeming setbacks, God is still and 
always on the move, so let us press forward 
and move with Him.

AGM Business and Thanksgiving—God’s 
Move in 2020
The business side of things were settled 
quickly given the new format where voting 
happened before the AGM. Rev Chia Beng 
Hock, Singapore AG’s Treasurer gave a quick 
financial update—AG Singapore is healthy and 
steady despite the challenging times we are in. 
A noteworthy praise report for us as a body!

Three resolutions were passed before we 
transited into honoring two ordained ministers 
with life membership, Rev Pang Ek Kwan and 
Rev Rita Abeysekera. Then we welcomed two 
new corporate members and four associate 
corporate members to join the AG fellowship. 

Finally we ended by celebrating new credential 
holders in both 2020 and 2021: 

2020 saw 17 new exhorters from seven 
churches, eight new license ministers from 
five churches and 11 newly ordained ministers 
from four churches.

While in 2021, we celebrate 17 exhorters from 
eight churches, one new license minister and 
two newly ordained ministers. 

Rev Tan Hock Cheng, the General Secretary 
then closed us in a word of prayer. 

1 Rev Alton Garrison, our speaker
2 Our pastors and ministers coming together via ZOOM for the AGM
3 Our EXCO on-site
4 Behind the scene work

May 2021’s AGM and 2TiP happened in 
dark and challenging times. In Singapore, to 
combat the ongoing COVID-19 clusters, the 
government announced that we were going to 
Phase 2 Heightened Alert. 

In dark moments, how do we stay focused and 
pressed forward in the Lord? How do we keep 
praying even when things seem hopeless?

Devotion
Rev Alton Garrison started our devotion 
sharing about his father-in-law, the sole 
Holocaust survivor in his family. And his own 
mother who saw her husband fade away in 
the darkness of dementia. He personally 
witnessed how the darkness of sin and death 
can rob every light of hope even amongst 
ministers. In such darkness, we wrestle with 
the truth that God is sovereign and man has 
free will. Even though both are true, they often 
feel so opposite of each other. 

Bringing us back to the phrase in the Lord’s 
prayer, “Your will be done on earth as it is in 
heaven”, Rev Alton differentiated God’s will of 
purpose with God’s will of desire. His ultimate 
purpose, from beginning of creation till new 
heavens and new earth will always remain. 
And in that sense He is in sovereign control. 
Yet what is in contention is His will of desire 
now, in the in-between time where we see a 
fight between God’s will and Satan’s will.

And that is where prayer comes in! As God’s 
people, we are to pray for His will to be done 
on earth, rather than Satan’s will. We are 
to pray for everyone to reach repentance
(2 Peter 3:9). 

Where is our source of hope in dark times? 
In Jesus who is the Light of the world (John 
8), His scriptures that light our path (Psalm 
119) and that God’s children will shine His 
light (John 12). For He is our Light and hope 
that shines even in the darkest of times or 
valley. 

1

2

3 4
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Youth Leadership Academy 
Brought Online

Being of good cheer even when things don’t go according to plan. 
By Royal Rangers Singapore 

A Royal Ranger is always ready to work, play, 
serve, worship, live, and obey God’s Word. 
The Rangers’ motto was put to the test when 
physical Youth Leadership Academy (YLA) 
camps were cancelled. The annual camp 
usually has a turnout of over 200 trainees 
who work, play, and encounter the Lord 
together. In the absence of YLA, how ready 
were the Rangers to make the best out of 
the situation? 

Cheers, songs and yells are some of the 
most iconic parts of YLA, promoting patrol 
spirit and camaraderie as the Rangers tough 
it out at camp. Prevented from gathering 
physically, YLA was among one of the many 
church programs and activities that had to 
be quickly adapted to navigate the many 
disruptions to how things were usually run. 
Presented with this challenge, commanders 
stepped up to the plate and leveraged 
technology to organize the inaugural Royal 
Rangers YLA Cheer Competition!

The Challenge
Patrols got together to brainstorm, create 
and record their unique patrol cheer along 
the themes of Unity, Creativity, and Energy. 
With the use of props, cool soundtracks and 
fancy video-editing, it was up to the Rangers 
from all over Singapore to make it fun, 
interesting and do their best to cheer their 
hearts out together, even when apart.

Submissions poured in from many different 
outposts, with many enthusiastic patrols 

vying for the winning spot for their age-group 
category. The entries were bursting with 
creativity—crisp transitions weaved one 
scene to another, while patrol unity was on 
full display through the use of the same zoom 
backgrounds. The energy was explosive and 
undeniably Royal Rangers.

The Showcase
For the 5-7 year old Ranger Kids (RK), the 
Antelope Patrol from Outpost #11, Faith 
Assembly of God, clinched the prize with 
their amazing, astonishing and adventurous 
cheer! Commander Lee Li Ern’s favorite 
part of coming up with the cheer was the 
enthusiastic contributions from the RKs. 
The creative young Rangers came up 
with their own words and actions for their 
cheer, and the fun experience helped forge 
stronger relationships among the Rangers 
in the patrol. “We kept it simple and had 
fun together. The cheer brought unity to the 
patrol!” said Commander Li Ern.

Outpost #11’s Mighty Beaver Patrol emerged 
victorious among the 8-10 year old Discovery 
Rangers (DR)! Patrol Commander Ryan Teo 
commented, “Our cheer was unique as 
all the DRs were tasked to do their filming 
completely independently, but I believe they 
all watched the final product pieced together 
with a sense of pride and accomplishment, 
for having worked together to create this 
cheer that they can call their own.” 

Commander Ryan helped to compose 

simple and impactful lyrics and arrange the 
cheer. “Because it was short and simple, it 
allowed the DRs to participate more easily 
and readily,” he explained. He also took 
the time to send the parents of his DRs a 
video explaining each DR’s role in the cheer. 
This extra step helped all of them produce 
wonderful footage of their children cheering. 
“A tip I’d like to share is to be clear and 
focused when directing the children,” he 
quipped. “When you are certain of what 
you want done, they too will be clear and 
confident.”

Outpost #11’s Adventure Rangers also 
pulled ahead to win the competition in 
their 11-14 year old age-group category! 
Patrol Commander Bernard Pang enjoyed 
witnessing the Rangers’ competitive spirit, 
and how they gave the best of what they 
have got even without knowing that there 
would be a prize. In the process of coming 
up with their cheer, the Mighty Beavers 
each came up with an adjective to describe 
the Patrol along with an accompanying 
action for their chosen word. “They were 
empowered to decide the adjectives to be 
used, the sequence, and the ending of the 
cheer,” Commander Bernard explained. 
The experience also increased their patrol 
identity and he noticed that the Rangers 
were more open to contribute during the 
ranger meetings as a result.

Finally, Outpost #23, The Harvest Force’s 
Orsome Orcas Patrol cheered their way to 

victory for the 15-18 year old Expedition 
Rangers (ER) age-group category! Being the 
oldest rangers in the program, the Orsome 
Orcas truly set the bar high by taking full 
initiative in the entire process of coming 
up with their witty cheer. ER Commander, 
Ps Bernadette Fan, observed that the patrol 
members were considerate towards one 
another and was very responsive towards 
meeting the dateline. “Because the cheer 
and actions were initiated by the ERs, I 
really didn’t have to do much at all. I merely 
facilitated the process and edited their 
videos,” she shared.

Congratulations to the winning patrols and 
well done to all participants! Ever ready, we 
look forward to seeing how God will continue 
to lead us to adapt and evolve the Royal 
Rangers program to continue Reaching, 
Teaching and Keeping boys and girls for 
Christ.

Scan the QR code to 
check out all the cheer 
entries!

Scan the QR code to 
check out the winning 
cheers!
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1 Outpost #11 AR - Can you feel the heat? The Fiery Foxes blazed a trail to victory with their sizzling cheer! Sio ah, Zua ah, Oooh la la!
2 Outpost #11 DR - The young Mighty Beavers are wise and free, and they cheered their way to victory!
3 Outpost #11 RK - Let them melt your hearts with their declaration to be Amazing, Astonishing, Adventurous Antelopes for our Almighty God!
4 Outpost #23 ER - Not only are these Orcas Or-some, you can tell they’re or-iginal, and or-fully witty too!

1

3

4
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Our pastors shared their thoughts. 
By Rev Lindsey Lui, Faith Assembly of God 翻译: 林斌牧师, 永生堂

Chinese AG Ministers are 
Cutting-Edge Leaders

After a brief hiatus, the Chinese AG ministers and leaders 
finally connected online on April 8, 2021. We were delighted 
to “see” and catch up with one another! The theme was, “The 
Minister’s Growth and Renewal”. The meetup was short but 
we were fired up to build a community of growing and caring 
leaders. I hope the snippets of stories by the various pastors 
will inspire you to join us to grow!

经过短暂的中断,神召会的牧者和领袖终于在2021年4
月8日于网上连接。我们很高兴通过视频 “看到” 并
彼此和连接！主题是《传道人的进修与更新》。见面
会很短暂,但我们都被激励去建立一个成长而富于关怀
的领导社群。我希望通过几位牧师故事的短述会激发
你和我们一起成长！ 

Rev Emily Tan 
陈赞美牧师
Advisor to Sembawang AG, Singapore and 
Pastor of Semenyih AG, West Malaysia 
三巴旺神召会的属灵导师及西马士毛月神
召会义务牧师

By early May, my husband and I would have “balik kampong” to 
Kuala Lumpur, Malaysia. I will continue to be in the ministry but 
my goal is to write a book on Grief Counselling. As I do further 
research, I discover more treasures. I would never want to stop 
learning and growing!

“What is your plan for growth as a minister? “Have you utilized 
the government’s SkillFuture Credit to learn something new?”

“In the 21st century, the speed of learning outweighs the 
knowledge acquired.” Bill Gates

We must be life-long learner-ministers. This is the spirit of 
AG Singapore. This will enable you and me to shepherd with 
integrity of heart and skilful hands (Psalms 78:72). 

到五月初，我和我的丈夫将已“回乡”到吉隆坡。我
将继续担任事工，但我的目标是写一本关于悲伤辅
导的书。当我做进一步的研究时，我发现了更多的宝
藏。我从来没有要停止学习和成长！

“身为传道人，你对自己的成长有什么规划？你有使
用政府发给每一位新加坡公民的技能培训补助金去学
习新知识吗?”

“在21世纪，人们比的不是学习，而是学习的速度。”
 * 比尔.盖茨 * 

我们必须是终身学习者。这就是新加坡神召会的精神。
这将使您和我以诚实的心和熟练的手牧养 (诗篇78:72)。

Rev Terence Ong 
王瑞欣牧师
AG Exco Member
(Ministerial Training)
神召会委员 (培训)

“You and I are God’s gifts to the Church.” (Ephesians 4:7-16) 
Because of the conviction that Jesus is building His Body, 
through us as ministers—AG Singapore seeks to give formal 
recognition to ministers as Gifts of God to His Church; and are 
committed to the ongoing sharpening and development of us 
as His Gifts. 

For this reason AG Singapore issues credentials with the 
following vision—Exhorter: A trusted assistant teacher of 
the AG Local Church. Licensed Minister: A trusted teacher 
for the building of the AG Local Church. Ordained Minister: 
A trusted leader of the AG Local Church. AG Singapore works 
in partnership with learning institutes such as ACTS College 
towards this goal. 

“你和我都是上帝给教会的恩赐。”(以弗所书4:4-16)
我们坚信耶稣要通过众传道者建立祂的身体。为此，
新加坡神召总会要公开肯定他们，并承若要致力不断
磨练和发展上帝赋予祂们的恩赐。

为此，新加坡总会颁发以下具有异象的执照：劝慰者 
— 地方神召会可靠的助理教师；传道者-地方神召会
可靠 的教师和建造者；按立牧师 — 可靠的地方神召会
领导者。新加坡神召总会将和学习机构如ACTS学院携
手合作迈向这目标。

David Lim 
林函辉 
Academic Dean, 
ACTS College
ACTS 学院务主任

I crossed over from an all-English ministry to a bilingual 
ministry in ACTS College because of a desire to keep growing 
and expanding. I believe that as I continue to equip myself, I 
am expanding what God can use me for, and availing more of 
myself for God’s work. ACTS College is committed to empower 
leaders to transform lives and society through education. Our 
academic programs for Chinese-speaking pastors and lay 
leaders are designed with the needs of matured learners in 
mind, and we believe that the College’s distinctiveness will 
greatly benefit you. 

For more details, visit www.acts.edu.sg or email David at 
davidlim@acts.edu.sg

由于渴望不断发展和扩充，我从全英文事工转型为
ACTS学院的双语事工。我相信，当我继续装备自己
时，我正在扩展上帝可以用我来做的事工，并更多地容
许神藉我可作的。ACTS学院致力于授权领导者通过教
育改变生命和社会。我们为讲中文的牧师和领袖的学术
课程的设计充分考虑了成熟学习者的需求，我们相信学
院的独特性将使您受益匪浅。 
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1 Our pastors beaming as they shared 
how they are reaching out to their 
community

2 A topic of discussion

2

Assemblies of God (AG) Churches’ sowing seeds in the community. 
By Tan Hoon Kiang, Faith Assembly of God

AGCSS Network Meeting 

AG churches all over Singapore have always 
been active in reaching out to the less 
fortunate residents struggling with life’s 
basic necessities. This need has never been 
more significant than in the current COVID-19 
pandemic. 

Our Cause
Assemblies of God Community Services 
Society (AGCSS) seeks to champion and 
support AG churches’ community programs 
and services through Network Meetings. At 
these Network Meetings:

• Different AG social organizations and 
churches share their experiences in 
serving their respective communities.

• The leadership from these social 
organizations and churches would spur 
and inspire each other through their 
different success stories.

• There has been the sharing of resources, 
as well as helpful links for them to connect 
with relevant government agencies.

• Collaborative efforts with a platform to 
provide greater visibility of AG churches’ 
community work in Singapore.

Our Network Meetings
Towards this end, AGCSS has held several 
Network Meetings.

The latest Network Meeting held on March 26, 
2021, via ZOOM, was attended by participants 
from Arise Community Services, Bethel 
Community Services, Change Community 
Services, Care Community Services Society, 
Emmanuel Assembly of God, Faith Assembly 
of God, Potter’s Place Community Services 
Society and Zion Full Gospel Church. 

The community endeavors shared by the 
participants were both diverse and uplifting. 
These range from providing daily necessities, 
guidance and counseling, job assistance and 
even to setting up of dementia care service 
centre and homeless shelters! The range of 
activities and assistance has touched the lives 
of many and made a positive impact in the 
community.

1

Photo credit: Rev Jason Tan

Our Endeavors
Arise Community Services’ “Belly Blessed” 
program to feed the underprivileged in their 
community was well supported by members 
and stall partners alike. Some partners chose 
to provide discounts or more food than the 
value of the vouchers. The beneficiaries’ 
bellies are truly blessed by God’s love every 
day!

Faith Assembly’s similar program, “Faith 
Love Cart”, provides NTUC vouchers for 
greater flexibility in the choice of commodities. 
They also partnered with the Community 
Development and Welfare Fund (CDWF) to 
help distribute milk and cereal to poor families 
with young children.

A surprising brave new effort was the 
setting up of a Homeless Shelter by Change 
Community Services (Emmanuel Assembly 
of God). Homelessness in Singapore is not 
something most Singaporeans think about. 
This is probably because they are not so 
visible. Nevertheless, the plight of the 
homeless in Singapore was even highlighted 
in various media platforms. 

This effort is not without its challenges 
especially in terms of managing rough 
sleepers who come from all walks of life. 

Members were very supportive in setting up 
the shelter and helping to minister and meet 
the physical needs of the residents. Donations 
of various kinds were received with even 
posturepedic beds being donated by Sealy for 
the shelter. Praise God for His provision!

Key to the success of the program is to help 
the homeless get back on their feet. This has 
been most challenging due to the myriad of 
problems they face. Apart from providing a 
safe place to stay, efforts were made to provide 
guidance or counseling as appropriate and to 
connect them with the relevant authorities for 
further assistance.

Care Community Services endeavors to build 
a “Church Without Walls” by extending 
the church to the community through the 
services they provide. One such service is 
their Dementia Care Service Centre which 
provides services not catered by the normal 
daycare centres. They are also active in many 
other areas and have a strong network with 
corporate organizations and government 
authorities. In support of the Homeless Shelter, 
they extend the assistance of their services 
in counseling as well as job assistance to 
Change Community. This collaboration was 
warmly welcomed and encouraged by Ps 
Beatrice Kang. 

Potter’s Place Community Service provides 
legal counseling and has received many 
requests for Lasting Power of Attorney matters. 
They also provide special care packages for 
residents in the Home Hospice Care.

Zion Full Gospel Church partnered with St 
Luke’s hospital for a virtual Easter special. 
This activity has been impacted by the 
COVID-19 situation with the partnership 
moving to providing multi-media video 
productions for their outreach programs.

Our Sowing
While all these require a lot of effort and 
finances, the Lord’s hand has been evident 
in every instance. What a marvelous display 
of God’s divine provision as we labor to bring 
God’s Love to the community!

Ps Beatrice, was particularly thankful for AG 
churches’ ministry of love to the community. 
She noted the offer of assistance and 
collaboration, and encourage more to share 
resources wherever they can. 

“It is not about counting the harvest but rather 
about counting the seeds we are all sowing.” 
she said as she encouraged the participants. 
“The harvest belongs to the Lord!” she 
exhorted. “A church should always remain 
relevant!”

For more information on AGCSS,
please contact: BeatriceKang@trinity.sg
or jason.tan@zfgc.org.sg
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Even in a disruptive year like 2020, God’s commitment to call, 
equip, and send His people would not be stopped. On November 
1, 2020, New Life Church (formerly New Life Assembly of God) 
officially moved into her new premises at TSL 101, Eunos 
Avenue 3, less than three months after getting the approval 
from the authorities. 

Church Growth 
The excitement to shift was justified. Since 2016, the church 
leadership unanimously felt that God was calling the church 
into a new season of faith. For more than thirty years, New 
Life Church (NLC) had been faithfully serving God to preach 
the good news of salvation in a two-thousand-odd square feet 
space at Association Building, Lorong 16 Geylang, which was 
no longer enough to accommodate the needs of members, 
seekers and invited friends or guests. The congregation had 
grown from about 20 members in 1965 when Rev Lee Seang 
Lip and his wife helmed the pastoral leadership to more 
than a hundred-and-twenty today under Senior Pastor Rev 
Timothy Poon. 

By God’s grace, after two years of looking at various 
properties, the church found a suitable space at TSL 101. The 

Thanks to the move, NLC is now able to house everyone 
in line with safe distancing measures.

(Photo taken before Phase 2 Heightened Alert)

building owners received the church’s desire to rent warmly 
and provided much support during this COVID-19 period. 
However, there were still numerous “hiccups” and disruptions 
which surfaced during the process of the rental application 
that challenged the congregation’s faith. As a result of the 
COVID-19 measures, the number of active members declined. 
The amount of tithes and offerings dropped and the future 
became more uncertain.

The Spirit Leads
Yet, NLC decided to go ahead with the move, trusting in God’s 
promise that He would be “doing a new thing” (Isaiah 43:19) 
in this new and unfamiliar situation. Rev Timothy shared with 
the church his deep conviction that the church had to follow 
where “The Spirit Leads”, just as they had done so 10 years 
ago in the MacPherson community.

In 2006, the church rented a shop unit in Circuit Road to 
provide free tuition and reading programs to children from 
needy families. A ministry for the elderly also began in 
earnest soon after. Subsequently, the church committed to 
ministering to the community there by purchasing the shop 
unit and registering an independent non-profit organization 
Life Edu Services to manage its operations till today. 
 
Touching Lives in the Community
Similarly, this shift sparked a renewal of hearts in many of 
the NLC members to return to God’s call for all believers to 
“uphold the cause of the poor and the oppressed [and to] 
rescue the weak and needy” (Psalms 82:3-4). 

Before moving in, the church conducted neighborhood walks 
for the members to get acquainted with the residents and 
workers who frequent the vicinity of the new premises. During 
these walks, the church members would show God’s love to 

Positioning Ourselves
in a Pandemic for His Promise

strangers they met through acts of kindness and offers of 
prayer. Some would also note down what the Holy Spirit was 
saying to them about meeting the needs of the communities. 

Lives to Touch
Through such initiatives, NLC is getting a clearer picture of the 
groups of people God would be calling her to serve in the next 
two to three years: foreign domestic workers, young couples, 
and foreigners who come to Singapore to work. 

Even as the pandemic continues to shatter traditional notions 
of working and gathering together as a body of Christ, let us 
not despair but find new ways to love and serve Him. Despite 
being a small church, NLC remains dedicated to the mission 
of God to “reconcile to Himself all things” (Colossians 1:20; 2 
Corinthians 5:19), most recently adding the Eunos community 
to her community outreach portfolio in spite of the ongoing 
situation. 

How are you positioning yourself today to reach your 
communitties?

Vision Wall collating God’s words for our church
and the needs of the neighborhood

Distributing of free food and supplies to the MacPherson 
Community during last year’s Christmas

Our youth sharing the gospel of Christ during
last year’s Christmas outreach

Photo credit: Ps Gavin Lu

By Ps Gavin Lu, New Life Church

A new beginning, 
a new premises and 
a new community 
to touch. 
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“Who is Jesus? A felon, teacher or king?” 
Comparing the beliefs and questions of two men in the Bible 
—Nicodemus, a teacher of the Jews, and Pilate, the Roman 
governor who handed Jesus over to the Jewish priests for 
crucifixion—PERCEPTION made audience members think 
about what their own perceptions of Jesus would be if they 
lived during His time.

“Is Jesus the promised Messiah?” 
“For the presentation, I thought it was a good angle coming 
from Nicodemus’ side of the story. It was not the usual 
story, which usually focuses on the crucifixion. Seeing how 
Nicodemus reacted when he spoke to Jesus made me reflect 
on my own priorities and beliefs even when I am already a 
believer. Another thought-provoking moment was seeing 
how the crowd was so blinded and their hearts were so hard 
that they chose to crucify Jesus instead of releasing him.” 
– Cheryl Ong, Trinitarian 

The beauty of the PERCEPTION drama was that it captured the 
reality that not only Pilate or the Jewish leaders condemned 
Jesus—but also the crowd—people who could have easily 
been you or me. 

About 800 years before Christ’s crucifixion, the Book of Isaiah 
already foretold that Christ would willingly give His life for 
sinners: 

“But [Jesus] was pierced for our transgressions, he was 
crushed for our iniquities; the punishment that brought us 
peace was upon him, and by his wounds we are healed.”
– Isaiah 53:5 

The sins of humanity nailed Jesus to the cross, but He 
willingly endured it for the joy of seeing people saved. 

Rededicate: to commit (oneself, one’s life) anew
PERCEPTION showcased eight shows from March 29 to 
April 3, 2021 at both Trinity@Paya Lebar and CHIJMES. Due 
to COVID-19 restrictions, the number of actors on stage were 
scaled back. Despite this, eight actors delivered a powerful 
presentation with questions that tugged at the hearts of many 
believers and pre-believers. 

138 Easter Premiere Parties were also hosted at various 
locations across Singapore so that hundreds of pre-believing 
friends and family could watch the drama in the comfort of 
a host’s home. 

Mervin Chew, 25, rededicated his life to Christ at this year’s 
PERCEPTION showing. For Mervin, it was the pastor’s 
message that moved him: 

“I accepted Christ in 2010 when I was going through a lot of 
family turmoil but eventually stopped believing. I was invited 
to Easter Service this year and when the pastor asked if 
anyone wanted to reconnect with the Holy Spirit, it made me 
re-evaluate my life. I recalled all my life’s hardships and joys, 
and a small part of me lit up as I saw how God was with me 
all along. He placed believers in my life to guide me through 

rough waters and strengthened me through painful trials, so 
that I could be where I am today: comfortable and confident 
in my own skin, family and life.” – Mervin Chew, PERECPTION 
attendee 

Another rededication story comes from Flynne Ong, who 
was invited to watch PERCEPTION by her friend, a Trinitarian 
named Grace Tan. Flynne was one of 76 individuals who 
decided to follow Jesus after the Easter presentation!

“I used to attend IGNYTE in secondary school but gradually 
stopped attending because of my dance commitments. After 
five years, I was still searching for purpose, but was confused 
about my career direction. At the recent Easter service, 
I watched the production and listened to the sermon from 
Brother Chong Lin and decided to give God another chance 
in my life. I felt peace and clarity in my heart and had the 
confidence to raise my hand to accept Jesus without any 
peer pressure.” – Flynne Ong, PERECPTION attendee 

Salvation is a holistic experience that cannot be faked 
This year’s Maundy Thursday service and PERCEPTION 
drama were beautiful reminders of our salvation through the 
cross and a chance for our rededication to the mandate of our 
loving Savior and King, Jesus Christ. 

“Thank you for the cross…the mighty cross…and every day 
we are changed into God’s image more and more, yes by the 
cross we have truly been transformed!” – Mark Altrogge 

The artwork 
promoting 
PERCEPTION 
was specially 
crafted by 
Trinity’s graphic 
designers to 
incorporate 
seven elements 
of the Easter 
story. Can you 
see them all? 

The three characters discussing who Jesus was

Photo credit: Trinity Christian Centre

Jesus at his trial

Perception: Your Heart 
Determines What You See

This year’s Easter 
drama, PERCEPTION, 
reminded us that Jesus’ 
contemporaries saw 
Him very differently.
By Trinity Christian Centre

What Do You See

Hands raised in worship during altar call

 The crucifixion scene
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In the previous issue, we looked at using our spiritual gifts in the local church to edify the body of Christ. Our God-given 
spiritual gifts are not only confined to the four-walls of our churches, but can be expressed in our workplaces as well. 
This issue, we explore the subject of using our spiritual gifts in the marketplace.

Pastor Apelles Poh 
is the Author of the 
National Best-Selling 
book “Live Well, Love 
Much, Laugh Often”. He 
is a practising Certified 
Financial Planner who 
also holds a Master 
degree in Financial 
Planning. He is a lay 
pastor with Shekinah 
AG and a successful 
marketplace minister. 
He is a sought-after 
speaker in financial 
literacy and has spoken 
regularly in churches 
and corporations, both 
locally and in the 
region. Visit his website 
apellespoh.com for more 
information.

We reach our highest potential when we allow God to use us—our talents and 
our spiritual gifts in the marketplace. Wherever God has planted us, we should 
be able to blossom in using our spiritual gifts. How can we do that?

1. Starts with a right theological mindset
“The LORD God took the man and put him in the Garden of Eden to work it and 
take care of it.” (Genesis 2:15) 

Work is not a result of the Fall of Adam. It is not a curse. The undue stresses, 
exploitations and imbalance of work is. In fact, God ordained work for us. The 
Apostle Paul was a tentmaker and he said in 2 Thessalonians 3:10, “The one 
who is unwilling to work shall not eat.” 

There are no perfect workplaces (including working from home), churches and 
marriages. We all have to put in work and grow through it. It may get stressful at 
times, but some stresses (I like to use the word ‘stretch’, instead of ‘stress’) may 
be good for us. We grow when we are stretched. Just like a rubber band, when 
stretched enough, it will not go back to its original shape. 

It would have grown a little. Yes, little by little. Remember, there are rarely any 
overnight successes, but many “sleepless nights successes”. My friend, who 
lost his job, said to me, “A stressful job is still better than no job.” Good point!

When you can see that the marketplace is where God has planted you and you 
can use your natural and spiritual gifts to contribute to its growth and to bless 
your colleagues and contacts, you will begin to see a higher purpose, a bigger 
picture of your calling in life. 

As a Certified Financial Planner and a lay pastor in Shekinah, I see my clients 
as my local mission field. We had an Alpha launch in 2019, and I invited quite a 
number of my clients. So far, about 10 have accepted Christ and we have since 
formed a cell group. It is most gratifying to see God at work in our work. When 
that happens, work becomes worship.

2. Cultivate a positive attitude
“Whatever you do, work at it with all your heart, as working for the Lord, not for 
human masters.” (Colossians 3:23)

A son once told his mother, “Mom, I don’t want to go to school. I don’t like the 
teachers and the students!” The mother replied, “Son, you need to go to school. 
You are the Principal!”

Yes, there will be times and circumstances when work can be very challenging. 
However, we can always make things better by responding with a positive 
attitude rather than worsening things by reacting with a negative attitude. It 
is not what happens to us, but what happens in us that makes the difference.

As believers, we want to be the salt and light to the world. Having a good attitude 

will go a long way to make that happen. Your attitude determines, in a large part, 
your altitude. 

Suppose you wanted to buy a pair of shoes, but the salesperson was unhelpful 
and rude. Would you still buy? Unlikely.

Since young, I have embraced a spirit of excellence and with lots of hard work 
and heart work, God has blessed me to be one of the top financial planners in 
Singapore. He has also enabled me to use my spiritual gifts of communication 
(preaching and teaching) to write two books and speak to marketplace audiences 
in many countries.

Remember, whatever is worth doing, is worth doing well!

3. Invite the Holy Spirit.
“In all your ways submit to him, and he will make your paths straight.” (Proverbs 
3:6) 

The Holy Spirit is called the ‘Parakletos’, or one who is called alongside us to 
help us, as our ‘Advocate’ and ‘Comforter’. We are the temple of the Holy Spirit 
and He lives in us and wants to work in us and through us, especially in using 
our gifts in the marketplace. Therefore, make the Holy Spirit your partner in the 
marketplace.

In the early days of my career, I had a very challenging time managing a team. 
Instead of a nervous breakdown, I broke down in tears before the Lord, and 
surrendered all the pains and negative emotions to Him. The Spirit came 
and I felt a release in my inner man. In the next few months, I experienced a 
breakthrough. Life and work will not always be smooth. Invite Him to lead and 
guide you in where He has planted you.

Joseph’s life is a powerful example of a successful marketplace minister. In 
the ups and downs of his life, he had always maintained a good attitude and 
more importantly, the Scriptures tell us again and again that “The Lord was with 
Joseph…” (Genesis 37:2, 39:21) And God granted Joseph favor in the eyes of 
his “employers”, and promoted him to become the Prime Minister of Egypt. 

As I reflect on my career, God has also granted me favor in the eyes of my clients. 
About 10 years ago, my wife Linda and I started to sponsor 10 needy children 
in Cebu, Philippines. As I updated my clients on my ongoing mission trips, they 
started to sponsor and even went with me to visit the children. As of today, we are 
sponsoring 50 children and my clients and friends are sponsoring another 170 
children. That is 220 children and their families impacted for Christ. Hallelujah!

We cannot give what we do not have. To make a difference in our marketplace, 
God has to first make a difference in our lives. Let His love and power flow 
through you. Have a consistent Quiet Time with Him. Become a channel of His 
blessings and use your spiritual gifts for His glory!

TRAINING

Spiritual Gifts in the Marketplace 

Blessing the Marketplace
with Spiritual Gifts 
How do we blossom in our marketplaces and use our spiritual gifts to touch the communities 
around us? Ps Apelles Poh shares his insights. 
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I have written biographies about different people. One was a sold-out musical, 
Brave Maeve, about a 3-year-old’s battle with cancer. Most recently I wrote a 
musical called The Amazing Celestial Race. It was not a “Christian” Musical, 
but it showcased every possible principle, which, sometimes, even us believers 
need to remember! 

I don’t shy away from saying that I am a believer, but I don’t go around forcing 
God down my colleagues’ throats. I testify, share and pray when the right 
opportunity arises. I have prayed for my colleagues in the dressing room, who 
have been sick, down, discouraged, or even needed direction in life. They know 
that I love and fear God and I’m very active with my church community. They 
know I’m also not perfect and that’s what I feel is important. Because they 
see that I am real, relevant, have the propensity to fail, but still am loved by an 
Amazing God who always has my back.

My personal story has been one that is filled with grief and sorrow, but 
also one that emerges joyful in the morning. Through this journey, I have 

learned so much and I believe that God has put me in this position to be able to 
lead other women going through similar situations by sharing what I’d learned 
during my own journey. Rose of Sharon, my business, has also become a 
platform I can use for the glory of the gospel, reflecting His goodness, grace 
and mercy to all stakeholders.

Dwayne (front) in The Amazing Celestial Race by Wildrice!

         Dwayne Lau, a freelance theatre practitioner and drama coach,          Yannie Yong, CEO and Founder of Rose and           Wendy Lim, Senior Program Executive
of REACH, from our churches/organizations across the Assemblies of God (AG) in Singapore, share how God has used their spiritual gifts to impact, influence and touch 
the communities in their marketplaces.

WHAT IS YOUR PREDOMINANT SPIRITUAL GIFT?

I’d like to believe that I have the gift of creativity. As a child, I’d grab 
my blankets, pillowcases, dad’s neck ties and mom scarves, drape them 

around myself and pretend to be different characters entertaining my family 
and friends. Acting and creating always came naturally to me. Somehow, 
I’d see it play out in my head as images and scenes. My parents were very 
instrumental in facilitating the honing of my craft. They encouraged my desire 
to plunge into the world of drama and theatre in school and church. 

At 18, I received a prophecy confirming that I was being called into the creative 
ministry. This was but one of the many prophecies that followed stating my 
involvement in the arts both in the church and marketplace. These words from 
God affirmed that I’d write scripts, direct and lead people (specifically youths), 
and bring the church to a higher level of creativity. 20 years on and I have 
written and directed more than 50 shows in my home church as well as other 
churches. I have conducted trainings, offered consultations and written scripts 
for other churches that also wanted to develop their creative ministries. 

I believe God has given me the gift of leadership. One of the things that 
I have learned is that having great leadership isn’t actually about being 

up there as a boss. Rather, from a biblical standpoint, it is about hearing from 
God and being a good and faithful conduit for Him—almost like a prophet. 
Psalm 127:1 says: “Unless the Lord builds the house, the builders labor in vain. 
Unless the Lord watches over the city, the guards stand watch in vain.”  If we 
lead without the guidance and consideration of God’s will, as Solomon puts it, 
it’s in vain. 

The Lord gave me a gift of service. Mark 10:45 says: “For even the Son 
of Man did not come to be served, but to serve, and to give his life as a 

ransom for many.” When I read this the first time, I cried and told myself, if 
Jesus can do this for me, I can do this for others. Even when I was young and 
ignorant, it was always a joy to do things for others. It did not matter if I am 
appreciated or not. Just that act of service was enough to make me happy. My 
motto in life is to find a need to meet and find a hurt to heal. When I am with 
someone, I always remind myself to be present because that person next to 
me is a precious child of God and he deserves my 100% for me to understand 
his/her needs.

HOW IS GOD USING YOUR GIFT TO BE A BLESSING IN THE MARKETPLACE?

I coach in schools and often, through the themes of the shows we work 
on, I’m able to impart and discuss values and lessons in depth – self-

worth, confidence, love, hope, fighting addictions, facing Goliaths and many 
more. I create work that highlights biblical principles like having faith and not 
giving up, the importance of friendship, family, working together, honor, respect 
and believing in miracles. 

Impacting the Marketplace
with Spiritual Gifts

Spiritual Gifts in the Marketplace 

Touching lives with the spiritual gifts God has blessed us with. 
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Photo credits: Dwayne Lau, Yannie Yong, Wendy Lim
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As the founder, I am able to use my giftings in leadership to touch and 
impact the lives of not only my clients but also my employees, suppliers and 
shareholders. This effect doesn’t stop there. When someone has successfully 
been led through the journey emerging with joy and beauty, this then becomes 
a testimony for God to their family, friends and network. 

I believe that without this gift, I would be entirely lost, unsure of what to do 
and how to carry on. But it was because of God and His wonderful giftings and 
blessings that I have been able to come this far.

Our journey with the Lord is our training ground and as we keep moving 
forward, we get sharper and better with the gift He has given to us. As a 

Senior Program Executive in REACH Senior, I am able to use my gift of service 
to bless the elderly in the whole constituency. I thank God that through my 
previous jobs, I’d learned to listen and not judge because everyone sees things 
from different perspectives and we never know what they have gone through 
in life. This helped me communicate with the people I’m reaching out to and 
serve them better. 

At where I work now, I feel privileged to be able to show the elderly that I serve 
the love of Christ through my words and actions. When I see how they turn up 
at the Senior Centre after they had valued the short conversations I’ve had with 
them over the period of knocking on their doors to see how they are, I can’t 
help but feel a warmth in my heart. To serve is a privilege.

Yannie (third from right) and her participants holding up their artwork in a self-care session

WL

Wendy leading an elderly member in her exercises at the Senior Centre

WHAT IS ONE GODLY PRINCIPLE YOU ABIDE BY WHEN YOU USE YOUR GIFT 
TO SERVE IN YOUR MARKETPLACE?

Excellence in everything. I choose to always give my best. I don’t cut 
corners or skive and expect nothing but the best from my collaborators. 

I believe God honors our best and He will bring your gifts into the presence of 
great men as written in Proverbs 18:16. 

For the shows that I produce in church, I always aim to create work that is 
comparable to industry standards. Not just in terms of lavish sets, costumes 
and props, but how relevant the themes, characters and language used 
are to current social climates. I carry this same spirit of excellence into the 
marketplace as well.

In the industry I work in, Christians are often seen as judgmental, uptight 
and legalistic. Recognizing that I carry the title of being ‘Christian’, I try to 
always be genuine and relevant, but at the same time, holding steadfast to the 
values my parents have raised me up with. I believe that conducting myself in 
this authentic way, coupled with the fear of God in me, has led me to build a 
successful career and also be a well-respected and sought-after player in the 
industry.

Dwayne in The Curious Case of the Missing Peranakan Treasure by 
Double Confirm Productions and Sight Lines Productions

DL

TRAINING
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We set up a framework based on the word ‘GRACE’ that would minister to 
women:

Going back to basic of self-care
Relationship connection with loved ones and friends
Alignment of identity, talents with purpose
Community impact and support
Engagement of talent, elevates self-worth and empowers others.

Our team focused on Self-Care. Weekly, we created self-care events that 
helped women re-discover themselves. I invited trainers to my office and had 
them share three aspects of Self-Care: Physical, Emotional and Spiritual.

Women from all walks of life came and learned to care for themselves again. 
Many shared that they felt refreshed physically, emotionally and spiritually. 
They felt empowered to connect better with their loved ones, engage in their 
own talents and embrace their own unique identity. Also, it led to them to want 
to bless others by creating joyful moments with them. 

I had been teaching craft for about 15 years before joining the social 
service sector and this came in handy in serving. A group of elderly 

wanted to learn knitting and crochet, so I decided to start an interest group on 
it. After learning to make all that they wanted to make, they did not know what 
to do anymore. Recognizing their need to have a purpose, I shared with them 
what I had been doing with some of my craft. I got them on a project to make 
bonnets for premature babies and blankets for children in Africa. 

Being grandmothers or even great grandmothers themselves, this project was 
extra meaningful. This small group of elderly found purpose doing what they 
enjoyed doing, serving not just their community, but outside of their community 
as well.

One of the clear instructions Jesus gave his disciples was when he 
washed their feet. John 13:12-17 says: 

“When he (Jesus) had finished washing their feet, he put on his clothes and 
returned to his place. ‘Do you understand what I have done for you?’ he asked 
them. ‘You call me “Teacher” and “Lord,” and rightly so, for that is what I am. 
Now that I, your Lord and Teacher, have washed your feet, you also should 
wash one another’s feet. I have set you an example that you should do as I 
have done for you.’”

God’s ways are higher and His methods are far greater. If the Lord that created 
this universe decided that leadership is done by example, then I shall not be so 
arrogant as to think that I have a better way. Thus, just as Jesus led by example, 
so shall I.

For me, it is to always give my best in the most effective way. Focus on 
the objective and work my way there. When I face a wall, do not give up. 

Go back to the drawing board and find another way to meet that objective. I 
used to just do what I was told and did only what I had to do. Then a colleague 
reminded me that I am where I am for a godly purpose. There is no need to 
know what that purpose is. I just need to be willing to give my best and God will 
do the rest. This changed my perspective of how I serve others.

As it states in Colossians 3:23-24 (NLT), “Work willingly at whatever you do, as 
though you were working for the Lord rather than for people. Remember that 
the Lord will give you an inheritance as your reward, and that the Master you 
are serving is Christ.” 

SHARE A SHORT TESTIMONY OF HOW GOD USED YOU TO BE A BLESSING 
TO SOMEONE.

Recently, a fellow artist shared with me. “I take my cues from you. You 
were the one who taught me all I know about God and His goodness and 

faithfulness.” I met this friend while we were both on a show. It was a failed 
show, where we were both hired as actors. 

On hindsight, I realized it was not the success of the show that was important, 
but for us to make that connection. We became friends and later I cast him 
in another show—A Fundraiser for Children’s’ Cancer Foundation. There, he 
met my community of other church friends who were part of the cast, crew 
and production team. Through friendship, he learned many godly values and 
principles. He eventually found faith and God. Together with his wife, they now 
attend my church regularly, serves in the creative ministry, does life together 
in the cell group. 

I barely ever preached the actual gospel to him. I shared with him my life 
testimonies and he has seen how I do life, and how I respond in adversity 
by trusting God. And he has been at the receiving end of God’s faithfulness, 
love, miracles, providence and a faith family. In the marketplace, I choose 
to be myself, be real, be relevant, be available and be in-tuned with God’s 
promptings and directions, and I thank God that He has used me to be a 
blessing to this good friend of mine. 

During the COVID-19 outbreak in 2020, there was a sense of hopelessness 
amongst many as the routine of life got disrupted. Many experienced a 

loss of income, being away from loved ones, and not able to travel.

Together with my team, we founded a movement called ‘My Joyful Moments’. 
This movement served to empower women to create joyful moments in their 
life by God’s GRACE. 
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Yannie (second from right) leading her group in crafting
in a self-care session
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Other than knitting bonnets for premature babies, Wendy also 
encouraged her seniors to knit blanket squares for sewing into blankets 

for African children

Photos were taken before Phase 2 Heightened Alert
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In times of pandemic, God still faithfully provides for us.  
By Victor Lee, Eternal Life Assembly 

2020 was a year of uncertainty. Before the pandemic struck, 
I had been working as a full-time commission Event and 
Roadshow Sales Leader for four years. Everything was going 
and doing well. 

The Dark Storm
When the Circuit Breaker kicked in in early April 2020, the 
government announced that all non-essential companies were 
to work from home. That hit the industry that I was in really 
hard. I couldn’t have face-to-face consultation with my clients 
before they personally register online. I was also not allowed 
to sign up on behalf of a client. During that time, it seemed 
like the colorful sky suddenly turned into a dark stormy sky for 
me with no other source of income. This got worse when the 
Circuit Breaker went on for months. 

My Focus
At that point everyone was staying at home learning and 
doing new things. I used the time to reflect on the poverty 
that my mother had gone through in her days. I saw how 
God delivered provisions for my mom because of her faith 
in God. She went home to our Father in heaven in 2011 but 
her faithful example still stays with us. This brought my attention 
and focus back to our Lord Jesus Christ who is my strength and 
my shield. My heart trusted in Him, and took delight in the Lord, 
believing that He would give us the desires of our heart. 

My Prayer
Thanks be to Jesus! He blessed our government with wisdom 
to provide an extensive financial support schemes for all
who were affected by the pandemic so that they could pull 
through the crisis. I believe everyone was blessed with the 
support.

I cried out to the Lord in prayer. I remember this was what
I had prayed, “Dear Heavenly Father, thank you for the faithful 
provision you had given to me in the past, now and the future. 
Now my career is affected by this pandemic and I know that 
you have a plan. What should I do now? I want to seek your 
kingdom first and I don’t want to make a wrong decision.
I want to obey you. Let me see and hear your voice for the 
plans you have for me. I want to seek your kingdom and 
your righteousness. Lead me to your plan. In Jesus’ Almighty 
Name I pray. Amen.”

God Answered My Prayer
A day or two later I received three unusual calls asking how
I was and if I had any difficulties in my career. The first call 
was from my reservist CO; the second call was from a friend; 
and the third was from my pastor, all on the same day. My 
pastor introduced me to a job and ministry that enabled me 
to serve God’s people in the time of mourning. 

I thank God for listening to my prayer. He gave me these three 
rare callers to affirm me! In faith I sent my resume to The 
Resting Place, a Christian bereavement company. I continued 
to seek God. After two to three months, in September 2020
I was employed! I am right now happily working at The 
Resting Place. 

Always remember in our hearts that Jesus loves us and 
meet us in any storms we are facing, He is there with us. We 
should not be afraid but have unshaken faith that Jesus has 
authority over Heaven and Earth, and He will reward those 
who earnestly seek Him. 

Victor is thankful that God provided a job for him 
during the pandemic

God’s Help in my Career Switch

Photo credit: Victor Lee

...Continued from pg 2

在希腊文中，强暴“βιάζω”(biazō) 表示用力。要得
着天国，我们就要大力追求神的同在，并热情、热切地
寻求它。

弟兄姐妹，我们必须热切的盼望回到神的殿中。科技虽
然突破了物理界限，但它永远不能突破天堂。我相信，
当我们坚持寻求神的同在时，神便将大大地介入。神的

同在将见证神迹奇迹的发生。世界需要神圣的介入。我
们有能力释放这份神圣的介入。然而，我们需要尽我们
的一份力。当教会能进行实体聚会时，让我们一起来相
聚，一起来敬拜，一起来渴慕神。

让我们迫切祷告早日回返神的殿！

坚持必有一个爆发点——看到天堂打开，超自然的力量
介入自然之中。使徒行传2:2告诉我们“忽然有一阵好
象强风吹过的响声，从天而来，充满了他们坐在里面的
整间屋子。”

马太福音11:12告诉我们“从施洗的约翰的时候直到现
在，天国不断遭受猛烈的攻击，强暴的人企图把它夺去



TRANSFORMATION

AG TIMES  I  JUL -AUG 202118

Winnie (mother) and Starz (daughter) shared the hand of God in their lives   
while growing up.

Photo credits: Winnie Wong and Starz Seng

Parenting in the Ways of the Lord 

By Starz Seng, Care Assembly of God

When faced with a difficult situation, our first instinct as 
humans is to call for help, but there is always an unknown 
factor that makes us doubt and question ourselves, saying, 
“Will I ever get that help? Who will be there to save me? What 
if no one hears me?” And when we hear no answer, we feel 
defeated and at a loss as to what to do, as if the tough times 
would swallow us up like an engulfing wave.

But what if someone actually answered and helped us? What 
would our reaction be? As for me, I would feel a sense of joy 
that comes out of the essence of desperation and gratefulness. 
Of course, you may be thinking that sometimes, our calls may 
or may not be answered. Not getting an answer is expected, 
but receiving one is a privilege. And if we constantly get that 
answer that we long for, no matter the situation we are going 
through, that to me is a blessing.

As a teenager, I am proud to say that I have received that 
blessing, for my God always listens to me when I call. I first 
came to understand about my good Lord whom I can call upon 
when I was four years old.

It all happened in an afternoon, while my mother and
I were spending quality time together. With my tiny hands on 
the piano keyboard, we were worshiping the Lord our God 
together and praising His name. My mother remarked, “Isn’t 
it great to have time to worship God together?” Soon after, 
we started to experiment with different sound effects on the 
keyboard and came across a melody that sounded very much 
like the ring of a telephone. The melody struck a chord in both 
our hearts. My mother started to sing the words, “Jesus, I call 
you…” and I joined in as I continued to play on the keyboard. 
It was then that I understood from my mother that there is a 
God whom I can always call upon, and thus the lyrics of the 
song developed: “I know you’ll answer when I call because 
you love me very much.”

Though the lyrics and the tune of the song were simple,
I understood from that young age the true and deeper meaning 
of the song my mother wrote, “Jesus I Call You”. I am glad that 
I have a God I can faithfully count on and call upon at any 
moment of my life, and I will continue to listen to His voice 
whenever I call on Him as I run the race as a Christian.

By Winnie Wong, Care Assembly of God

The greatest treasure in my life is my God. There is nothing 
more or greater that I want or desire for my child than for her 
to know my Jesus who without fail, carries me through all 
circumstances in life. I know my Jesus will do the same for 
her too if she follows Him. 

A Godly Choice
As new parents many years back, my husband and I made up 
our minds to bring up our child into God’s presence because 
we believe in the Amen and Amen Word of God which says:

Start children off on the way they should go, and even when 
they are old they will not turn from it. Proverbs 22:6 NIV

We want to bring her into the presence of God and establish 
her faith in Him to give her a chance to make her own informed 
choices before the things of the world have a chance to draw 
her attention away from God.

From the first Sunday after I was discharged from the 
maternity ward, we started bringing our 10-day-old baby girl 
to Care AG’s service in her baby blue “Moses basket”. During 
the service, I would softly whisper to my child about what was 
happening in the service, such as “Now is the time to worship 
God; let’s worship God together; the pastor is preaching God’s 
word to us, listen carefully...” etc., knowing by faith that God 
would help her to understand in His own special way.

We would bring her to every church service, worship practice, 
and to the children’s ministry in Care AG, and any activities we 
were involved in the church. Along the way she came to know 
God through watching our lives. Everyone in Care AG played 
their part to welcome our child into God’s kingdom to faithfully 
partner with us to raise her up for Jesus. 

Knowing God at a Young Age
Starz began her journey of faith at 2 1/2 years old. During
one of the worship practices in church, Starz sang from 
her heart and knelt to worship God. On the way home, she 
expressed her view on what it meant to be a Christian, which 
surprised me.

Dr Seng and Sis Winnie Wong with their daughter, Starz

She talked on and on for a while, and I suddenly asked her if 
she was a Christian. She replied me immediately, “No, no, no, 
I am not.” I explained that a Christian is one who believes in 
and follows Jesus, and that it is a personal choice, and asked 
her if she would like to be one.

Without a second thought, she said yes. After praying the 
sinner’s prayer, she spontaneously sang one of her favorite 
songs, “Behold, behold! I stand at the door and knock… if 
anyone hears my voice and will open the door, I will come in.” 
I knew she had truly accepted Christ by her own will. She then 
requested to contact her loved ones so she could inform them 
of her decision.

As time passed and we did devotions together, she asked why 
she could not be baptized since she was already a Christian. 
We realized that what she asked was biblically sound and we 
understood that it would not be right to deny her desire to 
make her decision public by water baptism. In her own words, 
“The song that made me a Christian is “I have decided”.” 
What’s yours?”

Today, my child is a teenager, and has made her choice to 
follow her God, my God.
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FaithLinks CG

God is moving powerfully among us as we gather online. 
By Trinity Christian Centre 

God moved powerfully in FaithLinks Connect Group (CG) as 
members came together and believed for the impossible last 
year. He answered their prayers with healings, salvation, and 
the baptism of the Holy Spirit!

Nancy, CG Leader  
“With the limitations brought on by COVID-19, CG meetings 
went online. But I was determined that it would not stop God’s 
work in our lives and families. 

When Ps Dominic urged us to be a strong CG community 
believing in signs, wonders, and miracles, I prayed for my CG 
members to encounter Him and experience His signs, wonders, 
and miracles too, so that we can glorify our almighty God and 
grow greatly in faith! 

Last July, God answered our prayers and miraculously restored 
my mother-in-law to life after she was found unresponsive. 

Miracles didn’t just happen for me personally. In my CG, we had 
so many other prayers answered also!”

Chew Yew Chyi
“During Trinity’s Spiritual Parenting class online, an altar call to 
receive the baptism of the Holy Spirit was given. I responded 
and God moved so powerfully. Right in my own room in front 
of the computer screen, I was baptized in the Holy Spirit and 
received the fire of tongues!”

Lily 
“My 18-year-old son had a high reading for his blood pressure 
early last year, so the doctors were quite concerned. We prayed 
together and my son’s blood tests and kidney scan all came back 
normal. He was given a clean bill of health, praise the Lord!

Esther and Rebecca
“Our mom who lives in Johor Bahru, Malaysia, was diagnosed 
with stage three breast cancer. The cancer had also spread to 
her lymph nodes. The doctor feared that it might have spread to 

Photo credit: Trinity Christian Centre

CG Believes Together,
Experiences the Impossible

other parts of her body as well. As the borders were closed, we 
couldn’t go back to visit her.

It was heart wrenching not being able to be with our mom. But 
we thank God for our CG. They came alongside to pray for our 
mom and declared her healing every day. 

After an operation, subsequent tests showed there was no 
trace of cancer in our mom! Today, she is cancer-free!”

Shannon 
“I received Jesus two years ago at this CG’s Christmas party. 
Since then, I’ve desired for my mom to know God as well. 
When our CG leader, Nancy, shared about believing for our 
unsaved parents and loved ones to come to know the Lord, I 
was challenged in my spirit to share the love of God with my 
mom also.

I was home when I felt the prompting of the Holy Spirit to share 
the gospel with my mom. 

I texted Nancy to pray and I started talking to my mom. Right 
there and then, when I asked my mom if she would like to 
receive Jesus, she said YES! 

Even though we weren’t in church, God moved powerfully and 
allowed me to lead my mom to salvation! All glory to God!

Our God is the God of the impossible. He is not confined by 
human understanding. Whatever your situation or challenge, 
let’s lay hold of God’s promises, for it is written, 

“....if you have faith as small as a mustard seed, you can say 
to this mountain, ‘Move from here to there,’ and it will move. 
Nothing will be impossible for you.”  (Matthew 17:20)
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God hears the prayers of His saints as the church interceded for my healing.
By Janey Chan, Bethel Assembly of God 

God has brought me through a recent major operation to remove 
my right kidney. It is because of the prayers and intercession of 
the church that I could courageously face the ordeal with God. I 
could sense God’s tangible presence over me as I went through 
that period of uncertainties.

Preparation
On December 1, 2020 morning, I received a text on Psalm 23:4 
Even though I walk through the valley of the shadow of death, 
I fear no evil, for You are with me; Your rod and Your staff, they 
comfort me. 

I did not fully understand why the text came but what assured me 
was that God is with His people even in unpleasant situations. 
But little did I know that God was preparing me for what was 
to come. That afternoon, I started feeling unwell and, in the 
evening, I urinated blood and felt shaky internally. I realized 
it was a serious matter and went to see a GP. Initially, the GP 
diagnosed it as Urinary Tract Infection, but I felt it was more 
than that, so I kept telling the doctor of the other symptoms
I experienced. 

The Diagnosis 
Thank God for the wisdom to regard my symptoms as an urgent 
matter. I checked myself into a private hospital where I was 
given immediate medical attention and warded immediately to 
diagnose my situation. A kidney specialist, Dr Png, was called in 
to access my case. He confirmed that I had a huge tumor of 15 
cm on my right kidney after two CT scans. However, as treating 
a huge tumor is not his forte, he recommended me to see Dr 
Li, who is the Head of Renal Transplant Department with the 
Ministry of Health. 

God’s Intervention 
God intervened by arranging for me to have an early surgery 
on December 14. Thank God the third stage malignant cancer 
was localised, and all the cancerous tissues were taken out of 
my body. That was possible because the church interceded. 
It was because of their prayers and intercession that I had a 
successful surgery even though I needed to transfuse four 
packets of blood. 

My Recovery
While recovering at the hospital, a nurse told me that my 
recovery was speedy as within five days, I went from lying in 
bed to sitting on the sofa a full day to slowly walking around. 
Not only that, I looked alert. God also protected me from post-
surgery complications and any infection at the surgical area 
with a 30 cm wound!

God’s Full Healing
Thank God for His healing hands upon me! I also noticed that 
my hair fall had reduced, water retention gone, and my knee 
problem was cured after the removal of my right kidney. When 
my tumor was removed, the ‘by-products’ caused by the 
problematic kidney were also removed. 

Thank God for His provision as my medical bills from the two 
hospitals were fully covered by insurance. 

Recent PET scan in March also showed no trace of cancer in 
my body. No words can fully express my thankgiving. My scar 
represents that my God is with me, and my powerful testimony, 
of His greatness and goodness. To God be the glory.

奇迹之神，
我们的治疗者!
去年上帝带我度过一个难关，那就是做了一个切除右
肾的大手术。通过教会的代祷，上帝的同在给了我勇
气，让我走过这段不确定的旅程。

2020年12月1日，在工作之前，我阅读诗篇23:4，我
虽然行过死荫的幽谷，也不怕遭害，因为你与我同
在；你的杖，你的竿，都安慰我。我确信，在不愉快
的情况下，上帝与我同在，但我不知道上帝正在为我
所要发生的事做准备。那天晚上, 我尿血然后去看了全
科医生，他提出了两个选择; 去急诊室或者第二天去看
他做进一步检查。感谢上帝赐予智慧和因我有保险，
我住进了一家私人医院，在那里我立即得到肾脏专家

Janey beaming with joy as God healed her

Photo credit: Janey Chan

Our Miraculous God Healed Me

了诊断，在24小时内，证实我的右肾上有一个15cm的
巨大肿瘤。由于处理巨大肿瘤不是他的强项，他推荐
和联系上最好的肾脏专家，卫生部肾移植科主任李医
生。

原本手术室已经订满了，上帝帮我开路让我拿到最快
的手术日期 。感谢上帝，第三阶段的恶性肿瘤是局
部的，所有的癌组织都从我的身体取出。尽管失血过
多，还需要输四包血，我的手术还是成功了。不到五
天，我就能自己坐起来，慢慢地走动了。一名护士
说，有类似情况的病人没有经历这么快的恢复也很精
神! 的确，上帝在我的生命中一次又一次地创造了神
迹。上帝也保护我不受术后并发症和任何感染。肾切
除后，我的脱发减少了，水肿消失了，我的膝盖问题
治愈了。感谢上帝的供应，我的医疗费用完全由保险
支付。

今年三月份的PET扫描也没有显示我体内有癌症的迹
象。任何言语都无法表达我的感恩之情。我的伤疤代
表着上帝与我同在，我全力的见证他的伟大与良善。
愿荣耀归给神。

To access to my full testimony, you may 
wish to scan this QR Code or type this link: 
https://tinyurl.com/5mf65hcr

要查看我的完整视频见证，您可以扫
描这个二维码或者输入这个链接：
https://tinyurl.com/5mf65hcr

https://tinyurl.com/5mf65hcr

